


LOVE OPENS DOORS
That’s both the doors of the church and the doors of our hearts. The open doors of the 
church allow us to come in for worship and to go out to serve. The open doors of our hearts 
allow us to be vulnerable, to rely on each other, and to share the love of God with all we 
meet. In order to keep the church doors open, we come together each year to fund God’s 
mission here at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Mystic. Over one hundred individuals and 
families pledge their financial resources to God’s mission as we plan for a 2022 budget 
of over $330,000. Your wonderful generosity gives us the gift of saying a collective “Yes” 
to God’s movement in the life of this church, as we respond to that movement creatively, 
flexibly, and compassionately. This year, we are celebrating that such movement happens 
when the doors of both building and heart stand open because of God’s ever present love.
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EXPANDING OUR REACH
Begun out of necessity in March 2020, our 
YouTube livestream has become a vital element of 
our faith community. Indeed, we have opened the 
door to a new way to worship. Our congregation 
gathers here on Pearl Street and via the internet 
from far away locations. In June 2021, a group of 
volunteers installed our permanent livestream 
equipment so we can keep welcoming people 
to worship wherever they fnd themselves – in a 
distant place, on vacation, at home, or in a care 
facility.

Th e livestream computer setup



OPENING THE DOOR TO SERVICE
Love opens so many doors: doors to friendship and service, doors to new 
and renewed relationships, doors to new learning and personal growth. We 
serve because we love, and we are capable of loving because God loves us. 
Even in the midst of the pandemic, the people of St. Mark’s collected food and 
baby supplies, prepared taxes for seniors and those with low incomes, led a 
community-wide antiracism discussion group, and so much more. When God 
opens the doors to our hearts, we respond in ways that change the world.
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FOUR YEARS AND COUNTING...
In 2018, the members of St. Mark’s vaulted our annual 
giving well over $300,000 a year, enabling us more 
fnancial flexibility in responding to God’s mission. We’ve 
maintained that growth every year since. Let’s make it fve.
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PASSING THE TORCH
In October 2020, fve of our teens were confrmed in an outdoor service by 
Bishop Douglas (and a sixth was quarantined and confrmed a few weeks later). 
As these teens head off to or prepare for college and life beyond high school, the 
majority of our youth at St. Mark’s is now in sixth grade or younger. Our Godly 
Play program continues to walk with these children as they form their theologi-
cal imagination and language, and as they wonder about God’s presence in their 
lives. We can give our children the gift of opening wide the door of faith, even 
as they teach us so much about the love of God.

ST. LUC SCHOOL
Thank you for your continued support of St. Luc 
School in Mercery, Haiti, with whom we have been 
in mission partnership since 2008. To the right is Fr. 
Seme, the current priest and our main contact. To the 
bottom is the new latrine that money from St. Mark’s 
and other local partners funded. And, of course, the 
wildly successful lunch program, which is entering its 
ffth year! May God bless our partnership.

5
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THANK YOU
Thank you for being a part of 
this loving community and 
for considering your fnancial 
pledge to God’s mission at St. 
Mark’s. In this packet you will 
fnd a full-page pledge card with 
several options for discerning 
your pledge for 2022. Please 
take that card with you in your 
prayer to God and make your 
pledge a joyful and faithful 
offering back to God. We invite 
you to join so many others in 
fnancially supporting God’s 
mission at St. Mark’s, where 
God’s love opens wide the 
doors of the church and the 
doors of our hearts. The same 

trio appeared in our 
stewardship brochure two 
years ago. They’re growing up fast!
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Join us on 

Sunday, October 24th

for the return of our 

Stewardship Celebration 

Meal-packing Event 

with the United Way!

 (This year we will be packing in shifts 

throughout the morning to observe 

social distancing.)


