
 
 

Morning Prayer Live Stream 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent: March 14, 2021 

 
The Prelude: “Voluntary in D Major” (William Goodwin) 
 
Opening Song: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Hymn 686) 
 
The Opening Sentence 
Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. (Joel 2:13) 
 
The Confession of Sin 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth 
God’s praise, to hear God’s holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 
necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
God, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by God’s infinite goodness and mercy. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 



 
 
The Invitatory 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Jubilate 
Psalm 100 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
 
1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 
2  Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 
3  He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 

17  Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18  They abhorred all manner of food * 
and drew near to death's door. 

19  Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

20  He sent forth his word and healed them * 
and saved them from the grave. 
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21  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 
22  Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Reading from the  Book of Numbers (21:4-9) 
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 
people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 
miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 
many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and 
against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the 
Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 
and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 
that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
A Song of the Wilderness (Canticle D) 
Isaiah 35:1-7, 10 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
It shall blossom abundantly, * 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * 
the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weary hands, * 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * 
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness * 
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and streams in the desert; 
The burning sand shall become a pool * 
and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (2:1-10) 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world, 
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All 
of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were 
by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 
he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by grace you 
have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so 
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not 
the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
A Song of Faith (Canticle M) 
1 Peter 1:3-4, 18-21 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, * 
by divine mercy we have a new birth into a living hope; 
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * 
we have an inheritance that is imperishable in heaven. 
The ransom that was paid to free us * 
was not paid in silver or gold, 
But in the precious blood of Christ, * 
the Lamb without spot or stain. 
God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory * 
so that we might have faith and hope in God. 
 
 
 

–4– 



 
 
A Reading from the Gospel According to John (3:14-21) 
Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe 
in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, 
and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and 
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Homily 
 
Choral Anthem: “God So Loved the World” (John Stainer) 

 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but that the world through him might be saved. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
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those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.   And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.   Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.   For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.   And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.   Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.   And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collects 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life 
to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Quiet Confidence (BCP 859) 
O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence 
shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may be still and 
know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

–6– 



 
 
Office Hymn: “Amazing Grace” 

 
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 

was blind but now I see. 
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 
’tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
than when we’d first begun. 

 
 
And now we will spend a moment in silence, lifting our intercessions and thanksgivings to God. (silence) 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Closing Song: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (Hymn 691) 
 
The Dismissal 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
 
The POSTLUDE: “Fugue in D Major” (G. F. Handel) 
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