
 
 

Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion 
 Live Stream 

December 24, 2020 
 
The Prelude 

Christmas Carols for Guitar (Bill Loweth) 
Carol Medley (Leah and Adam Thomas) 

Christmas Concerto, movements 1-3 by Corelli (Leah Thomas, Martha Crum, Renni Boy) 
Shepherd’s Pipe Carol (David Tubbs) 

A La Nanita Nana (Leah Thomas, Martha Crum, Renni Boy) 
“Pifa” from Messiah by Handel (Leah Thomas) 

“Prelude” from Cello Suite #3 by Bach (Tom Readett) 
 “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” by Brahms (David Tubbs) 

 
Opening Hymn “O come, all ye faithful” (Hymn 83) 
 
The Opening Sentence 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria “Angels we have heard on high” (Hymn 96) 
 
The Collect of the Day 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (52:7-10) 
How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 

 



 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 98 
1  Sing to the Lord a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 
2  With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 
3  The Lord has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 
7  With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
8  Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9  Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10  In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

–2– 



 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (1:1-4) 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains 
all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn “Hark! the herald angels sing” (Hymn 87) 
 
The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John (1:1-14) 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

“Home Among Us” 
A Retelling of the Story of the Nativity 

(The Nativity Scenes in the video are displayed in the homes of the members of St. Mark’s) 
 
This is the story of how God’s Word became flesh and made a home among us. This Word was in the 
beginning with God and was, indeed, God. By the creativity of the Word, God caused all things to be: 
space and time, planets and stars, earth and sea, and Life in all its wondrous variety.  
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God gave to people like you and me two parts of God’s own identity: freedom and love. Sadly, 
humanity used its freedom to reject God’s love, and soon the freedom of some was made possible only 
by the enslavement of others. But God never gave up on freeing humanity from all the death-dealing 
ways people had invented. First God sent prophets to set people on the right path. Then God tried 
something new. God sent God’s own Word, the very creative force of existence, into our little world, 
as a helpless newborn child.  
 
This is the story of how God’s Word became flesh – skin and bones and beating heart. This is the story 
of how God’s Word made a home among us. Here is the child’s first home, a humble stable, the place 
of his birth. The animals are part of this story, for they were the first to see this special child placed in 
their own feeding trough. But I get ahead of myself. 
 
The stable stood on the outskirts of the town of Bethlehem, a town in a country that stood on the 
outskirts of a vast empire. Bethlehem’s country was one of many that the Roman Empire controlled 
through fear and military might. So when the emperor demanded everyone go to their hometowns to 
be registered to pay taxes, the people did what they were told – even Joseph and Mary, who had a long 
journey to make. Perhaps they had a donkey Mary could ride, but perhaps not. Hopefully she did 
because she was pregnant and very close to delivering her baby. God’s Word was growing that skin and 
bones and beating heart inside Mary’s womb. And the time for his birth was near. 
 
When they arrived in Bethlehem, they couldn’t find a place to stay because so many other people had 
come to be registered too. We don’t know how long they searched for shelter – a day, a week. All we 
know is that in their desperation, they found the place with the feeding trough for the animals, the 
stable on the outskirts of town. And not a moment too soon.  
 
Mary went into labor in that makeshift home among the animals. She was so brave, delivering her son 
in circumstances that no one could have foreseen.The baby took his first breath, his first cry broke the 
silence of the stable, and the night sky above was afire with the light of a guiding star. Mary swaddled 
her baby nice and tight so he would remember the warmth and safety of her womb. And she laid him 
in the animals’ feeding trough, the manger. 
 
Who would ever have guessed that God’s own Son would appear so far from the center of power, the 
center of the empire where the emperor sat in comfort making his demands? But perhaps that’s just 
what God was showing: that God stands with those on the margins, on the outskirts. God stands with 
those who don’t have all the freedom and love that God yearns for them to have. 
 
The shepherds in the fields nearby lived on the outskirts of Bethlehem. For whatever reason, people in 
town did not have the highest opinion of those shepherds. There they were, watching over their flocks 
that night. Now I don’t quite know what glory is; I don’t think I can describe it. But God’s glory 
shone around those shepherds, and they saw and they heard a choir of angels singing for them. For 
them! A song about peace. Not about empire or might or misplaced power. A song of peace. 
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An angel told them about the baby, the savior, the Christ, the Lord, and their fear melted away. In its 
place rose curiosity. They raced to the stable where Mary had laid her baby and that glory was there 
too. Maybe glory is simply love that you can see and feel and share. 
 
The guiding star brought wise travelers from a land to the east. They were people who were good at 
paying attention. They noticed what so many others had failed to see. They noticed God’s presence 
coming to this world in a new way. The guiding star showed them where to go, and a dream warned 
them not to share their destination with the petty, jealous king of the land. The star led the wise people 
to the place where Mary and Joseph and their baby Jesus were staying. And the wise people gave him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
 
After the wise people went on their way, the petty, jealous king began hunting for the child. The king 
was afraid that the child would take his throne, and when people are afraid they often do the 
unthinkable. So Mary and Joseph took their precious son Jesus and fled as refugees to the land of 
Egypt. They stayed there until the danger had passed. They returned to their country, the one that 
stood on the outskirts of a vast empire. God’s Word made flesh made a home there, as one who lived 
on the margins, far from the center of power. But his life shows us that true power comes not through 
violence and fear. Jesus Christ’s power came through peace and love: peace that could not be 
overcome by violence, and love made known in the courage to seek out relationships with all kinds of 
people whom the dominant society had rejected or enslaved. 
 
The story of God making a home among us in a new way did not end that night in the stable. The 
story continues even now as we welcome God into our hearts like Mary welcomed God’s son into her 
womb. The story continues even now as we live lives of courageous peace, always keeping the song of 
the angels on our lips. The story continues even now as we pay attention like those wise people, who 
brought their gifts to lay at the feet of Jesus the Savior. And so I invite you to rededicate yourself – 
your gifts, your passions, your heartbreaks, your joys – to the service of our Savior. And in doing so, 
recommit yourselves to love and serve in peace, that all may know God has made God’s home among 
us. 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered 
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death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Remembering all those who met with joy the infant Jesus, we pray to you, O God. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving with mother Mary, we invite you into our homes, our lives, and our hearts; and we 
pray, be present in all homes and make them places of peace and joy. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Watching with Joseph, we remember before you all people who have lost loved ones in this year of 
pandemic; and we pray, grant them the peace of your love in their grief. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Witnessing with the shepherds, we remember before you all who are outcast and downtrodden in 
society; and we pray, help us to welcome all people with the love you have taught us. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Praising with the angels, we give you thanks for all the blessings of our lives; and we pray, make us 
blessings in the lives of all we meet. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Journeying with the Magi, we ask for courage to continue our walks with you; and we pray, 
strengthen and guide all who have trouble staying on the right paths. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
At this time we pray aloud the prayers written into the live chat on the YouTube stream. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you began your life with us as a powerless infant, lived your life in service to the 
powerless, and gave up your life at the hands of the powerful to show them that their ways were not 
God’s ways. As we celebrate your birth, be born in us and empower us to serve you in everything that 
we do; through you, O Christ, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
A Choral Anthem  “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” (music by Gustav Holst) 
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand 
Christ our Lord to earth descendeth 
Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of Kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of Lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav'nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads his vanguard on the way, 
As the light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 
 
At his feet the six wing'd seraph; 
Cherubim with sleepless eye 
Veil their faces to the presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, Lord most high. Amen. 
 

 
The Holy Communion 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your 
children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died  

for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Since we are not receiving the physical elements because of COVID-19 precautions, please join in saying 
the following prayer for Spiritual Communion. 
 
God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of the 
altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the faithful 
through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries, 
though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be moved by your 
indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving presence, reshaping in 
your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your 
glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord, Amen. 
 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” (Hymn 111) 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members  of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The light of Christ filled a stable and burned in a star. The song of the angels filled a pasture and 
echoed in the shepherds’ joy. The wonder of God’s presence filled the world and dwelt in a mother’s 
heart. In this holy season, may you live a life full of God: share the light, sing the song, wonder at the 
movement of God. And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you this day and always. Amen. 
 
The Closing Hymn  “Joy to the world” (Hymn 100) 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Postlude Noel No.10 “Grand Jeu et Duo” by Louis Claude Daquin 
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