
 
 

Morning Prayer Live Stream 
The First Sunday of Advent: November 29, 2020 

 
The Prelude: “Savior of the Nations, Come!” by Robert J. Powell 
 
Opening Song: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (Hymn 73) 
 
The Opening Sentence 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3) 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 
Gracious God, as we light the first candle, we ask that you give light to our eyes, so that we may see our place in 
the sinful systems of this world; grant us strength to confront societal sins in our own lives, in our 
communities, and in our country, that we may partner with you in making all things new; through Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World, we pray. Amen. 
 
The Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 



 

The Invitatory 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Venite 
Psalm 95:1-7 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
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the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (64:1-9) 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

–3– 



 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
A Song of Jonah (Canticle I) 
Jonah 2:2-7, 9 
 
I called to you, O God, out of my distress, and you answered me; * 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice. 
You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, * 
and the flood surrounded me; 
all your waves and billows passed over me. 
Then I said, “I am driven away from your sight; * 
how shall I ever look again upon your holy temple?” 
The waters closed in over me, the deep was round about me; * 
weeds were wrapped around my head at the roots of the mountains. 
I went down to the land beneath the earth, * 
yet you brought up my life from the depths, O God. 
As my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, O God, * 
and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple. 
With the voice of thanksgiving, I will sacrifice to you; * 
what I have vowed I will pay, for deliverance belongs to the Lord! 
 
 
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (1:3-9) 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Song of the Redeemed (Canticle 19) 
Revelation 15:3-4 
 
O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
    surpassing human understanding. 
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Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
O King of all the ages. 
 
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark (13:24-37) 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what 
I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Homily The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas 
 
Choral Anthem: “Hosanna to the Son of David” by George Alexander McacFerren 
 

"Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.” (Matthew 21:9) 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
V.  Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.  Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V.  Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.  Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V.  In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 
 
The Collects 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time 
of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the 
way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice 
to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Song before the Prayers: “Come Dwell” by Adam Thomas 
 
Savior of the world come dwell 
Here on earth, bring grace and truth: 
Word made flesh, Emmanuel, 
In your wondrous presence we wait. 
 
Prepare the way our voices cry, 
Make the desert highways straight; 
Every valley shall be lifted high, 
Every hill and mountain made low. 
 

The desert shall rejoice and sing, 
From the sand swift streams will flow; 
Roses bloom and the flowers spring, 
And all shall see the glory of the Lord. 
 
Nevermore shall we learn of war, 
Plowshares we’ll beat from the sword. 
Zion calls us home once more: 
Come and let us climb the mountain’s height. 

Savior of the World release 
All the earth from the veil of night: 
Son of God and Prince of Peace, 
Lead us to a life lived in light. 

 
 
And now we will spend a moment in silence, lifting our intercessions and thanksgivings to God. (silence) 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
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in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Closing Song: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” (Hymn 59) 
 
The Dismissal 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The POSTLUDE: “Thy Kingdom Come! On Bended Knee” by Healey Willan 
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