
 
 

A Service of Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion and Confirmations 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost and Visitation of Bishop Ian Douglas 

October 11, 2020 
 
The Prelude “Durezza in D Major” (Krieger) and “Jesus I shall Ne’er Forsake” (Bach/Walther) 
 
Opening Hymn “Come Gracious Spirit” (Hymn 512) 
 
The Opening Sentence 
Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 
 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to 
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the book of Exodus (32:1-14) 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 
around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, 
the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 
Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; 
and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall 
be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought 
sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

 



 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded 
them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and 
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may 
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your 
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on 
his people. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
1  Hallelujah! Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 

for his mercy endures for ever. 
2  Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord * 

or show forth all his praise? 
3  Happy are those who act with justice * 

and always do what is right! 
4  Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, * 

and visit me with your saving help; 
5  That I may see the prosperity of your elect 

and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 
that I may glory with your inheritance. 

6  We have sinned as our forebears did; * 
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

19  Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 
and worshiped a molten image; 

20  And so they exchanged their Glory * 
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 

21  They forgot God their Savior, * 
who had done great things in Egypt, 
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22  Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 

and fearful things at the Red Sea. 
23  So he would have destroyed them, 

had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 
to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians (4:1-9) 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved. I  urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask 
you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the 
gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn “Breathe on me, Breath of God” (Hymn 508) 
 
The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew (22:1-14) 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, 
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one 
to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he 
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main 
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
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“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Homily The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas 
 
 

The Confirmation 
 
The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
Bishop The Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenter I present these persons for Confirmation. 
 
Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates I do. 
Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates I do and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.  
 
Bishop Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their  

life in Christ? 
People We will. 
Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own  

baptismal covenant. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Bishop  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Bishop   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Bishop   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
Bishop   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  

and in the prayers ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to  

the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every  

human being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Bishop Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of  

all creation? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
 
Prayers for the Candidates 
 
Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer.  
Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Then the Bishop says 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound 
us to your service.  Renew in these your servants the covenant you have made with them at their 
Baptism.  Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Bishop lays hands upon each Candidate and says 
 
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him/her for your service; and 
sustain him/her all the days of his/her life. Amen. 
 
The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy 
Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they 
may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Choral Anthem “The Lord is My Strength” (Henry Thomas Smart) 

 
The Lord is My Strength and my song 

 and has become my salvation. 
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The Holy Communion 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and 
daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of 
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Since we are not receiving the physical elements because of COVID-19 precautions, please join in saying 
the following prayer for Spiritual Communion. 
 
God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of the 
altar you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the faithful 
through all the generations; grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries, 
though unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be moved by your 
indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving presence, reshaping in 
your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your 
glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord, Amen. 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members  of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Closing Hymn  “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (Hymn 655) 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Postlude “Fugue in E Minor” (Burney) 
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