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SEVENTY-FIVE VOICES AND COUNTING

Since Palm Sunday, over 75 members of St. Mark’s have offered themselves as readers
during our online services of Morning Prayer. These are our images for 2020. They are
pictures grabbed from videos shot at home and shared in our worship. During this
year of unprecedented crisis, we have managed to remain together in the love of God,
and we’ve done so any way we can. As we look forward to 2021, we don’t know what
the future holds, but we do know we will, with God’s help, face it together.

A BEACON OF HOPE

A church is both a physical place and the gathering of
the people who form a beloved community in God’s
love. We long to be together in person once again, and
in the meantime, we are coming together in love any
way we can. This pandemic has not stopped us and
will not stop us. Throughout history, Christians have
responded to plagues with faith and togetherness, and
right now we are no exception. Isn’t it amazing that in
these days of social isolation and societal fracturing,
God has blessed us with such a loving community to
be a part of! Let’s all do our parts to keep this special
community thriving financially so we can continue to
be a beacon of hope in these difficult days.
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FAITHFULNESS & EXCITEMENT

In the first half of 2020, St. Mark’s lauched a fundraising initiative
in partnership with the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. This
capital campaign sought to fund four core elements of our life
together that were financially bigger than any one budget year. Our
initial goal was to raise $625,000 over five years. By the end of the
capital campaign, we had topped $800,000 in pledges. Amazing!
But what’s more amazing than the dollar figure we reached is
the faithfulness and excitement of the people who pledged their
financial resources to God’s work embodied by these particluar
projects. This summer a building team formed to move forward
our greening initiatives and the refurbishment of the apartment.
The capital campaign funding, as well as our endowment, are
separate from our annual budget. And yet such enthusiasm for the
capital campaign shows our collective faithfulness to fund God’s
mission at St. Mark’s each and every year.
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CHILDREN AND TEENS, NEAR AND FAR

Because we used pictures of our Sunday morning readers in this brochure, we don’t
have any shots of our littlest ones, but be assured our pre-school and elementary school
children are in great hands with our dedicated and creative Godly Play mentors. Our
programs for children and youth seek to help them discover who they are growing to be,
whom God dreams for them to be, and how they will come fully alive in service to God
in this world.
One way we all make a difference is in our partnership with St. Luc’s School in Mercery,
Haiti. We continue to provide a hot lunch for every student every day, and provide
salaries for teachers and the administator. Recently St. Luc has expanded to include the
7th grade! This year, we said goodbye to Fr. Sonley and have welcomed Father Semé,
who himself grew up at St. Luc! Please continue supporting this wonderful international
partnership through your pledge and prayers.
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JOIN OVER 100 OTHER
MEMBERS AND FAMILIES
IN PLEDGING TO GOD’S
MISSION AT ST. MARK’S!
Thank you so much for being a part of the wonderful
community of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. And
thank you for doing your part in keeping us
financially healthy enough to say “Yes” to so many
opportunities God is placing before us. Please take
the time to fill out the enclosed pledge card and mail
it in. This year, we are remaining together in love
any way we can. Thanks be to God for this loving
community that we can support in prayer, presence,
and financial resources even as it supports all of us.

Thank you for your prayers, your presence,
and your financial support of God’s mission
at St. Mark’s now and in the new year.
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