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Wednesday, March 6th

The Net
Matthew 13:47-50  †  The Rev. Stacy Kohl

My favorite description of Jesus’ parables comes 
from New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine. She 
calls them, “short stories by Jesus.” And that is what 
a parable is – a story. Stories have many purposes. 
Stories can remind us of our past, challenge us to 
question our present, or dream about our future. 
They invite us into a journey that can feel intimately 
familiar or far removed from our everyday life. They 
challenge us to feel more deeply, inviting us to con-
nect with the characters and wonder about how we 
might respond in a similar situation. They unsettle 
us and can even confound us. And let’s not forget 
their most important feature – they entertain! They 
are funny, sad, hopeful, maddening, disconcerting, 
and so much more. A good story draws us in and 
captures our attention, holding us mesmerized as we 
journey with the story-teller into worlds both famil-
iar and foreign. This is the essence of a story, and 
thus the essence of a parable.

Parables have been around since long before Jesus, 
and continue to be deployed after him, but one 
could argue he gave us the most profound examples. 
These “short stories by Jesus” continue to invite us 
into a space wherein we are challenged to explore 
our world, our life, and our faith in new and unex-
pected ways. 

We begin our Lenten journey into Jesus’ short stories 
with one of many that speak about the Kingdom of 
Heaven. It truly fits the bill of a short story, and yet 
there is so much story to wonder about. Where are 
you in this story? Are you the fisher casting out the 
net—but for whom are you fishing? Or are you the 
net drawing others in—but for what purpose? Or are 
you one of the fish—but are you a “good fish” or a 
“bad fish?” And so the stories begin…

–––

Thursday, March 7th 

The Mustard Seed 
Luke 13:18-19  †  Beverly Olsen

What do I know about a mustard seed? What I had 
known was that these seeds are small and they grew 
into large plants. And yet, as I explored this image 
and learned more about these seeds, I learned that 
most mustard seeds are not sown but naturalized, 
seeding themselves, like wild flowers or weeds; 
they grow where they land. They grow quickly, but 
very few varieties of mustard seeds grow into trees. 
The seeds take root and within days grow into tall 
bushes – leggy bushes that may appear tree-like 
in the desert. These seeds need little water, lots of 
sunshine, and the earth. I imagine that those folks 
listening to Jesus would have known all this. The 
mustard seed is not an exotic; it does not grow into a 
particularly beautiful plant, and is not usually found 
in the garden. The seeds provide spice; the leaves 
provide greens for salad; it is functional and easy to 
grow.

In this parable, someone took this aggressive grow-
ing seed – probably from a field – and planted it in 
the midst of a garden. Now, every English major 
bone in my body screams: and what does the garden 
represent? As a stock literary and biblical image, the 
garden is paradise, or God’s creation. In this case 
the garden is also the planned, organized space for 
growing the food for the people. Into this well-or-
der space, this scraggly, functional plant grows, 
and grows large enough for the birds to alight in 
its branches. This plant takes up a lot of room in a 
garden.

So, what do I learn about the Kingdom of God? 
God plants us – his creations – into the midst of the 
world, providing the sunshine of grace and the dirt 

This year for our Lenten meditations we are looking at the bulk of Jesus’ parables from 
across the accounts of the Holy Gospel. Please consult your own bible or a website like 
biblegateway.com for the text of the parables before reading the reflections, each of which 
was written by a parishioner or staff member of St. Mark’s. We invite you to use this re-
source each weekday of Lent. We hope one or more of these parables and reflections will 
speak to you in a profound way. May you have a holy, blessed, and reflective season of Lent.



of creation, and that is enough for faith and love 
and the Kingdom of God to grow in the midst of 
the man’s world, and to grow large enough to give 
rest and solace to our fellow beings in the garden 
around us. I learned that the Kingdom of God grows 
in abundance with very little effort from us and a 
great deal from God’s grace. I learn that we can grow 
where we are planted.

–––

Friday, March 8th 

The Rich Man with the Barns 
Luke 12:16-21  †  John Kennedy

A parable has been defined as “a story that conveys 
a moral truth.” This parable from Luke, often called 
The Parable of the Rich Fool, certainly meets that 
definition, pointing out the futility of the belief that 
wealth can assure prosperity or a good life. He is 
greedy and excessively self-centered, having an abun-
dance of food yet he never considers sharing this 
abundance with the needy. He never sees beyond this 
world and the Christian practice of sharing when 
blessed with worldly abundance. The Roman prov-
erb says that money was like seawater – the more a 
man drank, the thirstier he became. The rich man’s 
desire will always be to get more, sadly an attitude 
present in today’s world. I am reminded of the line 
in a recent Sunday’s Gospel: “woe to you who are 
full now for you will be hungry.” The lesson Jesus 
is teaching in the parable is to share abundance in 
this world and to promise that the real reward will 
be in the life hereafter. He warns us all that material 
wealth is very transitory and that the Day of Judg-
ment may come earlier than anyone might expect.

–––

Monday, March 11th 

The Wise And Foolish Virgins 
Matthew 25:1-13  †  Ted Kietzman

I often take a few wrong turns before discerning 
the key point in a parable. In this one, I find myself 
worrying about the foolish bridesmaids. This is the 
group I initially identify with when reading this 
parable. I wonder why the “wise bridesmaids” won’t 
share their oil with me. I judge them as being mean 
and stingy. Later, after the foolish bridesmaids (me) 
have gone to the market and bought more oil they 

find the door to the banquet locked. When they 
knock the bridegroom says too late, go away. Then 
I judge the bridegroom as being mean and unfair. 
Other people are the problem, not me. 

I sarcastically wonder if the message is to look out 
for yourself and be on time. 

Of course, after a few more minutes of thinking, 
I conclude that I have missed the message. I start 
again, reminding myself that God is love and justice. 
So what is the message in this parable from a loving 
and just God?

The message is to prepare spiritually, to look for the 
kingdom of God today – all around us. The sooner 
we look for the presence of God in our lives, and the 
deeper we develop our relationship, the fuller and 
more meaningful our lives will become.

–––

Tuesday, March 12th 

The Unjust Judge 
Luke 18:1-8  †  Philip Kuepper

I am perplexed as to how to get my mind round the 
parable of The Unjust Judge.

Was he unjust?

The pest of a woman seems ripe for being sued for 
harassment by the judge. She has become as much 
the judge's adversary as her own adversaries she 
seeks protection from. Why hound this one judge?  
Could the woman not have sought a different judge 
who was not indifferent to her demands? Had I been 
the judge in this situation, I would have said to her, 
"Get ye gone!  Seek another judge." If the judge is 
being unjust toward her, she, too, is being unjust 
toward the judge.

As for paralleling the judge's take on justice with 
God's, I think unjust to the judge.  No human, how-
ever just, can even begin to approach the justice of 
God. Perhaps God is pointing us to a way where we 
learn to have faith in ourselves, in our own abilities.  
A contemporary woman would enroll in law school, 
become a lawyer, and meet the judge on equal foot-
ing, faith in herself in action.

As for the woman in the parable, her faith in the 
judge is misguided. Had she had faith in God? Had 



God abandoned her? Where was God's compassion 
toward her? Had God judged against her? Is God, 
then, the unjust judge?

It proves a parable of many questions, unresolved, 
closing with yet another question about faith. When 
the Son of Man comes to earth, will he find faith?  
Perhaps in those who have found justice in God.  
But in those who have not? Should those who have 
not found justice in God have faith in God?

–––

Wednesday, March 13th 

The Ten Thousand Talents 
Matthew 18:23-35  †  Bob Welt

“…[F]orgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who have trespassed against us.”

This biblical passage is not a part of the Parable of 
the Unforgiving Servant, but it seems to embody 
what Jesus was saying when he spoke. After all, none 
of us are slaves who owe large sums of money to 
our masters. Neither do we own slaves who owe us 
money. 

Television’s Judge Judy does a good job of sorting 
out the debtors (another translation for trespass-
ers) and creditors. And in a strictly monetary sense 
it might be easy, though costly, to forgive. If I had 
been repaid for every lunch I bought a kid at school, 
I might have been able to retire two years earlier! 
However, I “loaned” that money without any real ex-
pectation of ever seeing it again. There wasn’t much 
to forgive.

On the other hand, if anyone deliberately harmed 
someone in my family, I would have callouses on my 
knees from kneeling in prayer before I could offer 
forgiveness.

–––

Thursday, March 14th 

The Pearl of Great Price 
Matthew 13:45-46  †  Chris Mason

Each of us is on our own journey always seeking but 
never fully satisfied. However, if we can accept our 
life and responsibilities and fully commit to what is 
our reality, we find a peace with the world around 

us. We are invited to pursue this appreciation and 
view our works and commitments as something 
that we have found on our own terms. If, rather 
than avoiding challenges, we accept them as op-
portunities to grow and become better versions of 
ourselves, our experience of life becomes more open 
and heavenly rather than feeling condemned and 
stuck. It is not the most valuable pearl but one of 
great value that we can have and each of us has the 
ability to determine what that means for us. By ac-
cepting the responsibilities we have in front of us we 
get to share in benefiting ourselves and the people 
with whom we interact. If we are joyful in our works 
and responsibilities and do not view them as mere 
burdens there is a grace that allows us to continue 
and share that experience with those around us. It 
may seem more compelling to have many things 
going on but by simplifying and focusing on a few 
important things like the people and efforts around 
us we value most, we can become a part of this grace. 
There is a courage required to change from an atti-
tude of searching to one of acceptance with what is 
rather than operating defensively. Regardless, in this 
parable heaven is something that is accessible to all 
of us in our everyday experience if we can focus on 
what we value most rather than always searching for 
more pearls to add to our collections.

–––

Friday, March 15th 

The Good Samaritan 
Luke 10:25-37  †  Barbara Barrett

On Sunday, February 24, I realized that the reflec-
tion I had committed to write on, The Parable of 
The Good Samaritan, was due on the 26th. Yikes! 
Fortunately the Gospel for that Sunday was about 
loving your enemies, doing good, and expecting 
nothing in return. Sounds pretty “good samaritan-
ish” to me. And Stacey in her sermon challenged her-
self and us to love everyone. Period. “No exceptions, 
no asterisk, no footnote.” Everyone!

In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus has just re-
ferred to the summary of the law: love God and love 
your neighbor as yourself. He was then asked, “And 
who is my neighbor?” Jesus tells the story of a trav-
eler who was robbed, stripped, beaten and left half 
dead. The first person to encounter this wounded 
man was a priest, who passed by on the other side of 



the road. The second was a Levite who did likewise. 
The third traveler to come along was a Samaritan, 
a foreigner. The Samaritan was “moved with pity,” 
stopped and attended to the man’s wounds, took 
him to an inn and paid for his care.

Jesus teaches that, of the three who encountered the 
wounded man, the Samaritan was the neighbor, the 
one who showed mercy. Then Jesus says, “Go and 
do likewise.” That’s a tall order. Fortunately we are 
given more than one opportunity. I remember times 
when our sons were growing up when I wasn’t a 
good neighbor. The look of disappointment on my 
sons’ and my sons’ friends’ faces when I said, “No, I 
can’t give you a ride home from practice.” It was just 
too inconvenient. The time I let a young man drive 
home in a snow storm rather than invite him to stay 
overnight because I wanted just my perfect fami-
ly around me. Those times and others still weigh 
heavy on my conscience. And I have learned from 
them. My greatest joy now is in trying to be a good 
neighbor and attempting to love everyone. People 
in hoodies. People whose speech I can’t understand. 
People whose choices I disagree with. People who do 
not like or respect me. “No exceptions, no asterisk, 
no footnote.”  And to remember, like the Good Sa-
maritan did, and like we heard as we left St. Mark’s 
Church on that Sunday morning, “People who are 
not like us are still people, like us.” 

–––

Monday, March 18th 

The Two Sons 
Matthew 21:28-32  †  The Rev. Stacey Kohl

One of the most challenging aspects of parables is 
that they are “family stories,” except we’re not quite 
part of the family yet. Imagine arriving at your soon-
to-be in-laws’ home for Thanksgiving. You’ve been 
dating your fiancé for a while, but this is the first 
real “family” occasion. You’ve grown to truly enjoy 
their company as they have drawn you in and includ-
ed you. You have begun to feel as though you really 
are part of “the family.” As everyone lingers over pie 
and coffee the family stories are told. Every once 
in a while, a phrase is said or a gesture is made and 
everyone in the family begins to laugh uproariously, 
and you are left to smile, a bit confused and unsure 
about what is so funny? You’ve suddenly found 
yourself immersed in a “family story.” One wherein 

the members of the family know the inside jokes or 
coded language and have forgotten you, the newest 
member of the family, who doesn’t share their col-
lective memory of the original experience. 

This is exactly what is going on in today’s parable. It 
begins with a phrase that would have been intimate-
ly familiar to the Jewish people of Jesus’ time—a man 
had two sons. In this Jewish “family story” we expect 
the second son to be the favored one, like Abel, Ja-
cob, or Moses. However, this “family story” suddenly 
takes a sharp turn. It is the first son who, in the end, 
is obedient and does the will of his father, leaving 
the original hearers of this tale shocked and unset-
tled. 

And therein lies one of our challenges as we approach 
Jesus’ parables—they’re all “family stories.” It is up 
to us, the new-comers to the family, to ask questions 
and listen closely so that we might better understand 
the family whose stories these originally are.

–––

Tuesday, March 19th 

The Wedding Feast 
Matthew 22:1-14  †  Kieran Geoghegan

Anyone can get thrown out of a wedding. A little 
champagne, you jump on the table to belt out a few 
hymns, the bride’s brothers get edgy, and next thing 
you’re wondering if it’s safe to go back for your coat.

But were you ever dragged into a wedding? (Well, 
apart from your own). You’re on the street bothering 
nobody when some dude steps in front of you mut-
tering, “this one’ll do,” and two minutes later you’re 
inside a banqueting hall.

Well, I got thrown in and thrown out at the same 
wedding! What a day!

The host was in a vile mood. Rich guy, father of the 
groom. Seems he invited all his supposed friends 
and they stood him up. Had to see men about dogs. 
Hot dates. Important business meetings. So he hauls 
in yours truly and other random bods from the 
streets.

“Welcome one and all,” he says. “Eat, drink and 
rejoice with our family. I ask only one thing: Join 
me as I let go of my rage, be at one with your fel-
low-guests.”



Well, I heard the first part, and it was nearly lunch-
time anyway. The soup was coming out, but the guy 
beside me was a rough specimen. Grimy hands, bust-
ed shoes, clothes like the cat dragged in. And sniff-
ing every ten seconds. So I say to him “Hey buddy, 
maybe you didn’t get hauled into the right wedding? 
I heard the host’s janitor is getting married too – 
maybe that’s where you belong?”

Bad move. The big shot host was behind me when I 
said that. He went crazy. Called the heavies over, said 
I had a bad attitude, shot me out on my ear.

I thought about it. He was right. The host wanted to 
give me a gift, like all the fill-in guests. And the raga-
muffin beside me. It wasn’t my call who came to that 
feast, and I shouldn’t have told my neighbor that he 
didn’t belong.

Many are called. It takes a real effort not to be cho-
sen. Takes a dope like me.

Next time, I’ll know better. Don’t make the same 
mistake.

–––

Wednesday, March 20th 

The Prudent Manager 
Luke 12:35-48  †  Zach Kohl

I struggle greatly with the parables contained in 
these passages. These verses, from the mouth of 
Christ, on their surface, appear to condone slavery, 
most gravely so in the passages describing the de-
served beatings. I’m sure in the past they have been 
used to do exactly that. In reading these passages, I 
was, therefore, faced with a choice: ignore the slavery 
references accepting them at face value and try to 
find meaning nonetheless, or dig deeper to truly un-
derstand what was going on. I hoped that there was 
more going on than it seemed on the surface.

Thankfully there was. These passages, and those like 
them, are utilizing tropes within the Jewish tradi-
tion. That is the slave metaphor. Although slavery 
was ubiquitous in the Roman world at the time of 
Christ, the metaphor comes from the Jewish ex-
perience. The Jews were slaves in Egypt before the 
Exodus and would again be enslaved multiple times. 
They were known as a “nation of slaves” or “slaves 
to God.” Thus, slaves became synonymous with the 

Jewish people. The slave metaphor involves the Jews 
as slaves, the manager (who is himself a slave) who is 
a leader within the Jewish community— either spir-
itually, politically, or economically, and the master 
who is either God or Rome.

Thus, hearing these parables Jesus’ audience would 
have heard the references to slaves and understood 
the metaphor he was using. In the first parable, Jesus 
is telling his audience to be prepared for his coming. 
Both his audience, then, and the reader now. Christ’s 
coming, though, is the complexity contained in the 
“mystery of faith” that we recite on Sundays: Christ 
has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. That 
is: Christ has come, Christ is come, Christ will come 
again. How are you preparing for Christ’s coming 
this Lent?

–––

Thursday, March 21st  

The Sower 
Luke 8:5-8  †  Dave Cruthers

Three attempts at sowing seed fail, and the last is 
successful beyond belief. Of course, the seed is the 
word of God, and this last one is the true believer 
in Christ Jesus. This parable is included in Matthew 
and Mark as well. Reading ahead, Jesus explains 
about each of the attempts. The ones along the 
path are those who have heard God’s word, but 
been tempted away by Satan. The ones on the rock 
have heard the word and rejoiced in it, believing for 
a time and then falling away “in time of testing.” 
The ones by the thorns “are those who hear, but as 
they go on their way they are choked by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does 
not mature.” Those in the good soil “are those, who 
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 
heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 

I at times have been on the rock. I remember taking 
a picture on June 17, 2015, of a gorgeous sky look-
ing west from the CVS parking lot in Mystic. The 
sun was in the last throes of the day, and the heavens 
lit up. A beautiful sight. I took it about 8:30 pm, and 
thanked God for the beauty that God brings into 
our lives. Within 45 minutes of having taken the pic-
ture, Dylann Roof opened fire during a Bible study 
at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC, killing 
nine people. Both of our kids went to the College of 



Charleston, and I certainly knew where this famous 
church was. It was, and remains, a “time of testing” 
for me in trying to square these two events that hap-
pened in close proximity (time wise) to each other. 
Tragedies such as this sadly happen all the time, and 
test all of us, but this one has bothered me more 
than others.

–––

Friday, March 22nd 

The Fig Tree 
Luke 13:6-9  †  Bob Barrett

A parable is a story. Stories raise questions. No 
questions, no story. Parables usually leave more 
questions unanswered than do other stories. Who 
does the vineyard owner represent? The gardener? 
The gardener seems to know better than the owner 
what the tree needs. But three years! Has he been 
derelict? Or is he, like Jesus, a healer? The owner 
seems detached, almost indifferent, almost callous. 
More interested in profit. Not qualities we want in 
our God. Is he or the gardener or are both guilty of 
sins of omission? 

I’ve usually considered my own sins more of that 
sort, at least those that most haunt me. I’ve always 
felt most comfortable as a student. Not one to 
volunteer. Guilty more of things left undone than 
done. Early in my sixth year as a teacher a couple 
of senior girls I’d never had in class approached 
me about directing a play. As had others no doubt, 
I turned them down. A few days later in a class of 
seniors I asked for two volunteers to read parts in a 
crucial early scene in Macbeth. Two immediately of-
fered themselves and far exceeded my expectations. 
Almost immediately I began reconsidering about 
directing a play. Since more girls than boys showed 
interest I chose Stage Door with nearly 30 women’s 
parts to only 5 or 6 for men. The two who’d read the 
Macbeth parts got leads at the tryouts and direct-
ing the play was one of the best learning and most 
rewarding experiences of my life. 

Perceiving a need – somewhat like the gardener per-
haps – I’d for once stepped outside my “comfort zone” 
and it had paid off thanks in no small part to the 
motivation and talent the cast brought to it. In sub-
sequent years I directed The Diary Of Anne Frank and 
Agatha Christie’s Ten Little Indians among other things.

–––

Monday, March 25th 

The Lost Sheep 
Luke 15:4-6  †  Alison Ives

I have been frequently lost, the victim of my own 
self will. Gratefully, my growing trust, gratitude and 
connection to God have rendered these episodes 
of impulse and estrangement less common than in 
days gone by. Sometimes, in spite of spiritual growth 
and God’s grace, life events can darken the horizon 
and bring us to a gloomy, disheartening and bleak 
landscape where hope is distant and the loving 
reassurance of Christ’s love is not to be found. The 
sheep is lost and cannot find its way home. The 
Good Shepard is always listening for the voice crying 
out in the darkness. He knows the flock will remain 
safe, clustered together for warmth and protection.  
He knows the lost sheep is longing to be back in His 
protective loving arms. The Good Shepard will find 
the lost sheep and celebrate its return. Peace, relief, 
joy and trust replace fear and hopelessness. There 
is no place like home. Wherever I find myself, the 
bright glow of God’s amazing love is always available 
to me to bring me back from the darkness of discon-
nection and despair. Amen.

–––

Tuesday, March 26th 

The Talents  
Matthew 25:14-30  †  Judith Roure

TALENT: According to William Brosend, a Biblical 
talent is worth $1,000 or one ounce of gold. Over 
the years, we have included gifts and actions, and 
service. When we pledge to the church, we know that 
the money will be used for good deeds in our names. 
However, giving money is rather impersonal. 

What were the gifts that were given – five, two and 
one talent respectively. The slave who had five must 
have had great knowledge and fortitude. It is con-
ceivable that he took great risk to earn that much 
in a really short time. The man with two talents was 
probably more like us, able to earn money with his 
labor and saving. The third man was poor, deathly 
afraid to take a risk, because if he failed, he would 
be unable to return the talent. He buried the coin so 
that he could retrieve it when asked for it.



How do we apply this parable to our lives? I feel 
strongly that, although this parable is about money 
(talent), it is more important to be personally in-
volved serving the Lord on earth. In what ways can 
we influence the lives of other people? Our labor can 
increase the joy of living for others. I see acts of kind-
ness as talents, and they do not cost a penny. When 
interpersonal actions become racial or biased, let’s 
use our talents to influence. Like the slave with five 
talents, we must take a risk. Teaching children from 
many different cultures gave me a very different 
perspective on the meaning of talents. My daughter, 
Cara, and I both learned that we can be very happy 
without stuff. Turning stuff into service became our 
mantra. One’s talents must be shared daily. We pray 
that we may enter the “joy of the Lord.”

–––

Wednesday, March 27th 

The Lost Coin 
Luke 15:8-9  †  Pat Ziegler

The woman looks inside her small, leather purse 
and something looks amiss. She counts the silver 
coins and there are now nine where there should be 
10. This is not a trifling loss. It is approximately the 
worth of a week’s wages. The money for food for her 
family to eat, the wool to weave into clothe for warm 
clothes, the tools necessary for the maintenance of 
her home. Flooded with anxiety along with feelings 
of helplessness and confusion she searches her mind 
to find a hint as to where this precious coin might 
have been left. But the anxiety is overcoming her 
thoughts and they are becoming very murky. Her 
fear is obscuring whatever helpful ideas she might 
otherwise have available to her. She feels the need of 
someone to help her recollect herself. Nevertheless, 
she lights the lamp, which is at hand, searches the 
corners of the small dwelling, looks under stools and 
rugs and finally sweeps the entire floor space.

Slowly an inspiration of seeing beyond what light 
the lamp is shedding starts to creep in. As she thinks 
she begins to question. What hides in the nooks of 
her heart? What is she afraid of bringing into the 
light? Is she envious of her neighbor who appears to 
be more prosperous? Or is she angry with the grocer 
who didn’t give her the choicest vegetables? Did she 
gossip with the women at the well to the detriment 
of that ailing woman? Perhaps she could have given 

that poor beggar a few pennies so he also could find 
food. She regrets all this. She feels saddened by her 
sense of self-importance. But slowly as she contin-
ues her search, the warmth of compassion embraces 
her and she feels herself becoming less burdened. 
She senses that she is not alone. Now she remem-
bers hearing about this gentle preacher who advises 
people to be generous and kind to each other and to 
forgive each other’s faults. Is that the kind of person 
she too should aim to be? Just as she remembers 
this, she sees the sparkle of the silver coin under a 
fluffy clump of dust in the far corner. Overjoyed she 
recovers her coin as she exclaims with gratitude – 
gratitude for the recovery and gratitude for her new 
sight.

Could this unusual stranger have meant that she too 
live with kindness and generosity? The thought of it 
feels so good – sharing, caring, forgiving. She be-
lieves that she can attempt it. Bursting with joy she 
runs out into village to find her friends and even the 
grocer. She will not be alone. She will celebrate her 
very good fortune with whomever she can gather.

–––

Thursday, March 28th 

The Leaven 
Luke 13:20-21  †  Teresa Norris

When Jesus is talking about the kingdom of God in 
this parable, he’s talking about the kingdom here 
and now, not off somewhere in the clouds. Truly 
there’s no need for God’s heavenly kingdom to re-
quire leavening or spreading; it’s already perfect. 

If this kingdom referred to is the “here and now” 
that means it’s us. We are the kingdom of God, and 
this brief parable tells us then that we are the leaven-
ing agent. We need to be mixed in with the measures 
of flour (the world). If well mixed, the whole be-
comes leavened and thus will rise. Jesus does prom-
ise that he will raise us up. Here we learn we have a 
part to play in this rising. 

Yeast itself is an interesting thing. It’s alive and 
needs the right conditions to work. Any baker will 
tell you: make the liquid it’s mixed in too hot, and 
you’ve killed it. Provide it with a bit of extra food 
(like honey perhaps) and it thrives. Additionally, 
yeast does need time to do its work. 



Given all the proper conditions, the result is mirac-
ulous. What might have been a glob of paste, when 
mixed and kneaded with healthy yeast, now becomes 
a nourishing loaf of bread. Stretching the parable 
further: the bread dough needs heat to bake, again 
with the element of time. 

Is it easier now to see ourselves as leavening? We 
can imagine the right conditions as our commu-
nity, scripture study, prayer, and Eucharist. What 
about the baking process? Know anyone who hasn’t 
experienced some “heat” – some trials or periods 
of spiritual dryness? Yet somehow it all works. The 
kingdom of God works. And as long as we’re willing 
to be mixed and kneaded – and can take the heat – 
we do get to play a part. 

–––

Friday, March 29th 

The Prodigal Son  
Luke 15:11-32  †  Katy Roberts

Lent means many things to many people. Have you 
attempted to give something up for Lent? Do you 
still abstain from meat on Fridays? Have you taken 
on the newer traditions of “giving up” bad habits for 
Lent or giving extra time of yourself to a cause close 
to your heart? At one time or another, I’ve done 
them all: No chocolate for 40 days! Which makes 
that chocolate Easter bunny all the more delectable! 
But isn’t that the point? Holding out and reward? Is 
Easter not our reward? How delicious was that calf 
to the starving prodigal son? 

However, I find that if I have given up anything for 
Lent or not, Easter is still given: Jesus died for us, no 
matter what. My mother often said those very words: 
“I love you, no matter what.” My mother’s love mir-
rored God’s love. The father in the parable mirrored 
God’s forgiveness and love. 

So, for Lent this year, my meditation is this: “How 
have I loved and forgiven lately? Does it mirror 
God’s forgiveness and love?”

–––

Monday, April 1st 

The Workers in the Vineyard  
Matthew 20:1-16  †  Eric Bookmiller

In the past, I have typically interpreted this parable 
to be a lesson on being happy with what blessings we 
have. We should not fill our hearts with jealousy over 
our neighbor, especially those whom we assume did 
not work as hard, since it does not make a difference 
to our own sense of self-worth. 

But this time around, I noticed something I hadn’t 
picked up on before. Each worker that came later 
than the others was told they would be paid what 
was fair. The Google definition of the word fair is 
“in accordance with the rules or standards.” The 
workers who had arrived first were full of bitterness 
because they were deciding what was fair based on 
their own rules and standards. But the workers are 
not responsible for deciding on the rules and stan-
dards; this is for the vineyard manager to decide. 

Similarly, it is God’s right to decide the rules and 
standards for entrance into his eternal kingdom, 
and it is certainly not our responsibility to judge 
others for him. 

I think Jesus is also telling us that there are not 
different rewards for those who follow him in dif-
ferent ways. Just like the workers in the vineyard, it 
does not matter when we find our faith, just that we 
have found it. God is not tallying up all of our good 
or bad acts and giving out various levels of justice. 
Instead, God forgives us of our many sins and prom-
ises the faithful an equal share in his kingdom no 
matter when or how we may have chosen to live out 
our faith. 

What an astonishing notion that is! Instead of 
feeling resentment, we should rejoice that we can all 
receive the gift of God’s mercy even though we are at 
varying levels of unworthiness! 

God, you created me in your image; help me to for-
give others as quickly as you forgive me. 

–––



Tuesday, April 2nd 

The Dishonest Manager 
Luke 16:1-13  †   Bob Welt

When I read and thought about this parable, I 
recalled a story about Teddy Roosevelt that I first 
learned about many years ago and used to share 
with my students. [See Presidential Anecdotes by Paul 
F. Boller, Jr.] It seems that during the time after 
Roosevelt’s mother and wife had both died on the 
same day, February 14, 1884, the future president 
headed west to the Dakota territories and became a 
rancher. It was thus that he was riding with his fore-
man rounding up stray cattle. As Boller tells it, they 
came upon a young unbranded animal and built a 
fire to heat a branding iron. The practice was that 
such an animal belonged to the rancher upon whose 
land it was found. When the foreman began to heat 
up Roosevelt’s branding iron, TR stopped him and 
pointed out that the maverick was on Mr. Lang’s 
land, not Roosevelt’s. The foreman explained that he 
always branded strays with his boss’ brand, regard-
less of where found.

Roosevelt fired him on the spot. Boller quotes him 
as saying, “A man who will steal for me, will steal 
from me.”

Jesus said it a little differently, but He said it first. 
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also 
in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much.”

–––

Wednesday, April 3rd 

The Place Of Honor  
Luke 14:7-14  †  Lynne Lawrence

The History: Not unlike today, during 1st Century 
Rome, guests were often designated to seats accord-
ing to importance. There were places for favored and 
less favored guests, the favored guests being closest 
to the host so they could easily talk, while enjoying a 
view of the entire room or possibly a beautiful court-
yard. Although, in the 21st century, people may not 
design rooms based on dining protocol, there are 
still rules in place that intend to separate people ac-
cording to privilege and rank in society. Think about 
a State Dinner or a wedding reception, where the 
most important guests are on an elevated platform 

or are assigned to sit in a place of importance.

What does this have to do with parable Jesus told 
regarding humility and humbleness?

Humble: having or showing a modest or low estimate 
of one’s own importance.

Humility: freedom from pride or arrogance: the qual-
ity or state of being humble

What lesson was Jesus teaching through this par-
able? It seems that Jesus was simply saying to be 
humble. When we are think that we are better than 
others or deserve more privilege than others, it is an 
act of self indulgence and could prove humiliating. 
Clearly, Jesus is teaching that instead of self aggran-
dizing, an honor should be a reward of sorts. For 
example, we should wait to be honored or receive 
honor from others (e.g., a host, a supervisor, or a 
coach). We know from the gospels that self impor-
tance is not at all aligned with what Jesus practices 
or preaches. Jesus is the exemplar of humbleness. If 
we remember how he washed the feet of the apostles 
the night before he was crucified, we can clearly see 
that this man (our savior), who should have been ex-
alted by his apostles, instead showed his friends love, 
humbleness, and humility on what he knew was his 
last night before his crucifixion. 

As the parable continues, Jesus has an additional 
message for his followers. Jesus proclaims that it is 
better to invite people to a feast who are unable to 
reciprocate rather than to invite people for the sole 
purpose of receiving an invitation to a future dinner, 
(i.e, honor). Jesus continually reminds his apostles 
and us that we should open our hearts to all. If God 
invites all to his table, shouldn’t we? 

So, why does Jesus use this parable? The parable 
teaches lessons on humbleness, humility and kind-
ness. Be kind to others! In the gospels, Jesus fre-
quently teaches these lessons (think Beatitudes). 
If we follow Jesus’ teachings, and embrace how he 
challenged us to live, we will be on the pathway to 
heaven.

In the end, we are trying to emulate Christ and 
how he lived his life – humbly without the desire 
for self-importance and accolades. Our lives are a 
blessing from God. In essence, if we lead a life of 
humbleness and humility and help people, the way 
Jesus did, rather than marginalize them, we will be 



rewarded by living with Jesus for all eternity. It’s not 
always easy to be like Jesus, and sometimes it seems 
impossible, but the reward – Oh My!

–––

Thursday, April 4th 

The Sprouting Fig Tree  
Luke 21:29-33  †  Susan Kietzman

Do you have an easier time believing something if 
you can see it, if you can imagine it to be so? Good 
– me, too. What this means is that we are reluctant 
to be taken in by tall tales or everyday fibs. If a story 
doesn’t make sense, we’re not buying it. Yes, in some 
ways, this makes you and me doubting Thomases. 
On the face of it, this isn’t a bad thing, is it? Isn’t it 
better to make decisions based on facts rather than 
fiction, to avoid gullibility? I think Jesus knows this 
(as well as a bunch of other stuff) about us. When he 
talks to us, he uses words and ideas we can under-
stand – like the notion that summer is close at hand 
when the deciduous trees leaf out. Yes, yes, we nod 
our heads in agreement; leafy trees portend warm 
weather. Since Jesus is smart, he knows that if we 
believe this statement, about something we know, 
we might be persuaded to believe another statement, 
about something we don’t know. Start with the ob-
vious and move with caution toward the convoluted. 
Would it be nice if we could jump to the finish line 
without running the race? Sure. But no matter what 
we think of our ability to reason, we’re just not as 
smart as Jesus.

–––

Friday, April 5th 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 
Luke 16:19-31  †  Ann Ragsdale

This simple, direct story draws its power from im-
agery and ideas familiar to its first audience. Even 
now, it’s easy for us to envision this otherworldly 
scene, and the desperation of the rich man, in life so 
given to excess, now powerless to evade or escape the 
eternal fiery torments of Hades, brought on by his 
callous treatment of Lazarus, his selfishness during 
his mortal life.

As Abraham tells the nameless rich man, Lazarus 
suffered, hungry for even the scraps of food cast off 

from his table, the dogs licking his sores as he lay 
in the dirt in front of the man’s house, but now he 
is comforted and content, at Abraham’s side. Abra-
ham’s response to the rich man is clear: no, Lazarus 
won’t be sent to Hades to give the rich man a droplet 
of water, nor back from the dead to the rich man’s 
father’s house to caution his five brothers to repent 
(so they can avoid his fate). Instead, the brothers 
should heed the teachings of Moses and the proph-
ets.

There is message and meaning for us here, wheth-
er we are in comfortable living circumstances (and 
therefore our abundance should be shared) or 
whether we struggle (and are hard pressed to think 
of anything we have worth sharing). We can learn 
much from the wisdom of the prophets and the par-
ables, which adds meaning and purpose to our lives. 
We can be responsive to the needs of others, giving 
of ourselves and our time; we can listen, and we can 
love.

–––

Monday, April 8th 

The Wheat And The Tares  
Matthew 13:24-30  †  Lee Vincent

Weeds and wheat: they look alike superficially, but 
humans have to make the distinction carefully in 
order to survive. Aside from that, I have at last lived 
long enough to know that this parable wasn’t about 
agriculture.  Jesus gave his own explanation of it, as 
recorded in verses 35-43, taking as many words as 
the story itself.  What’s hard to take in our “modern” 
age is the idea that the active efforts of an enemy 
are the cause of our need to be constantly aware of 
danger to our well being, yet here we are told to be 
patient and depend on God for the solution.  Who 
wants to worry about the devil, the evil one? Don’t 
we now have countless kinds of defenses and detec-
tors against almost anything? Also, aren’t there spir-
itual strengths that we have cultivated? The most 
impressive thing about Pope Francis, and the most 
surprising, is that he has spoken clearly of his belief 
in the Devil as a real, alive and potent force seeking 
to undermine and destroy us. So, this is the clearest 
advice the Bible gives us. No matter how confident 
you are in your knowledge of the world, in your 
sense of earned security, you are taking too great a 
risk if you don’t live and think and pray as if there is 



a real force “out there” or, heaven forbid, “in here” 
that can lead to a ruinous end.

–––

Tuesday, April 9th 

The Sheep And The Goats  
Matthew 25:13-46  †  Gene Roure

In this parable, the poor goats seem to get a bad 
rap. To understand what our Lord is saying to us, 
we need to know the symbolism of sheep and goats 
as used in the Bible. Sheep are grazers. They eat the 
lush grasses of a pasture. The goat is a browser, and 
will eat just about anything that does not eat him or 
her first. Ezekiel likens the people of Israel to that of 
a flock of sheep. The sheep, if not properly attended 
to by a shepherd, will wander into trouble. The peo-
ple need a Shepherd to guide them to their pasture. 
Jesus is the Shepherd; we are the flock. Sheep are 
more docile and trusting, whereas the goat is harder 
to train to follow the Shepherd. This totally differ-
ent temperament, lends support to the analogy that 
the goats were the people that did not follow the will 
of God while the sheep were Jesus’s flock.

The stage is set to understand the rest of the para-
ble. Jesus returns on the judgment day or the end of 
days. There is a debate about the meaning of “all the 
nations.” Does this phrase give reference to the Gen-
tiles or the Jews? I feel that it is both. Another point 
to ponder is that Jesus does not make any direct ref-
erence or attempt to identify Him as the judge. Verse 
31 opens with “The Son of Man shall come in His 
glory,” and it is used only once. The term “King” de-
notes the Judge, the future Christ. We may not judge 
as it is not our place to judge. The flock is separated 
into two groups, the sheep on the right hand and 
the goats on the left. In the Bible, the right hand is 
for honor and approval; the left hand is for dishonor 
and reprehension.

How is the cut decided? Jesus asks a series of ques-
tions to the people that are listening to Him.

I was hungry; did you feed me? 
I was thirsty; did you give me drink? 
I was a stranger; did you welcome me? 
I was naked; did you give me clothes? 
I was sick; did you help me? 
I was in prison; did you visit me?

A member of the crowd that Jesus was teaching, 
asked, “When did you need us to do this for you?” 

Jesus answered: “When you did this for the least of 
us, you did it to me.” 

In modern times, with all of our complicated events 
and stressful lives, are we living a Christian life? Are 
we following the commandants of the new cove-
nant? Do we love God with all our heart and soul? 
Do we love our neighbor as ourselves?

The selection of whether you are a sheep or a goat 
comes down to how much you have helped one 
another. Have you helped the sick and infirmed? 
We probably could not have done all that was listed 
here, but it is what is in our heart.

–––

Wednesday, April 10th 

The Pharisee And  
the Tax Collector  

Luke 18:9-14  †   Chris Mason

We all sin in ways that we easily recognize and other 
ways which only God sees. By recognizing that we 
are imperfect as human beings both in mistakes 
we make and attitudes we maintain, we can remain 
humble and more compassionately interact with 
each other. If we turn to God bragging of what we 
have done with our lives, even though grateful, we 
will be shown the pain we have caused to others and 
humbled by our own false beliefs. This is an invita-
tion to look for ways to be humble in all our interac-
tions with others. By focusing on the fact that we are 
not perfect and do make mistakes, but God is merci-
ful, there is a balance maintained each day. 

Of the seven virtues: chastity, temperance, charity, 
diligence, patience, kindness, and humility none is 
given more importance and we can all make im-
provements in each of these areas. Being humbled 
should not be feared, though our ego may be un-
comfortable. Humility allows us to treat others more 
lovingly as we all suffer in ways we do not share and 
are therefore not aware of. No matter how much 
progress we feel we are making it is most important 
to recognize that God remains merciful toward us 
in love and that humility is essential to ensure we 
can connect with each other in positive and healthy 
ways. Success falsely leads us to believe we are great 



as individuals but the reality is that we succeed or 
fail together and no person is more important than 
the other. Therefore, we must make every effort to 
recognize our fallibility and appreciate God’s mer-
cy rather than gloating about what we feel we have 
accomplished.

–––

Thursday, April 11th 

The Wicked Tenants 
Luke 20:9-16  † Susan Kietzman

We humans look out for ourselves. We work to 
further our own ends. And we are, consequently, 
our own best advocates. So, it makes sense that our 
dealings with an absent landlord would be different 
from those with a landlord enmeshed in our daily 
lives. Without close scrutiny, we are free to push the 
limits – often justifying our reasons for doing so. 
Who wouldn’t take advantage of such a situation? 
Why would we heed the directives of a messenger? 
It is only when we feel our lives, the small kingdoms 
we have created for ourselves, are in imminent dan-
ger of collapse that we react, like death row mur-
derers seeking salvation two minutes before a lethal 
injection. And yet, our situation need not be nearly 
as dire as this to prompt reflection and action. We 
can act before we are forced. We can think beyond 
our backyard fence. If we listen to God – if we follow 
the first two commandments – our obsession with 
what’s rightly or wrongly ours will disappear.

–––

Friday, April 12th 

The Treasure In the Field 
Matthew 13:44  †  Bob Barrett

Henry David Thoreau said, “The swiftest travel-
er is he who goes on foot” which reminds me of a 
sentence at the end of my younger brother Doug’s 
recent obituary. “We take comfort in the motto he 
truly lived by: The Journey Is The Destination.” The 
kingdom of heaven is all around us if we are but 
open to it and aware of it. To a great extent Doug 
experienced it on foot. 

Here is more of the obituary: “Doug loved exploring, 
especially with his wife Marie. They made trips to 
the Grand Canyon, Hawaii, and through the Smokey 

Mountains, and abroad to the United Kingdom, 
Australia, and New Zealand. Wherever he trav-
eled, from Alaskan tundras to Icelandic volcanoes, 
he made a point to get outdoors and experience 
the wildlife. Back home, he was a member of the 
R. I. Audubon Society, and participated in many 
bird-watching walks, as well as official species audits. 
Doug was especially fond of hiking and made use of 
many local trails, but his proudest achievement was 
climbing all 48 of the 4,000-foot mountains in New 
Hampshire.” 

One of my biggest regrets in life is that unlike Doug 
I never climbed 6,000 foot Mt. Washington. Many 
years ago we took our young sons to the summit on 
the cog railway where I saw some hikers completing 
their climb. I promised myself that someday I’d do 
the same. All four of our sons have done that more 
than once. We have photos taken at the summit to 
prove it. But none of me there. I’d gladly trade the 
three marathons I ran for one such climb with them. 

Sixty years ago I read a story by Alan Sillitoe entitled 
“The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Runner.” But 
here is what the older of Doug’s two daughters said 
of her father the hiker in her eulogy: “The only thing 
bigger than his curiosity was his heart. Dad was a 
flower for no reason kind of guy, a thoughtful gifter. 
(Like the necklace you looked at for an extra minute 
or that album you mentioned in conversation.) Al-
ways there when you needed him to listen, ultimate-
ly letting you figure out what you already knew. And 
there was dad, being proud that you did.” 

–––

Monday, April 15th 

Why Parables? (Part 1) 
The Rev. Adam  Thomas (all week)

We have spent the last five and a half weeks reading 
through all of Jesus’ parables. Some of them are 
confusing, some challenging, some comforting, and 
some captivating. But no matter the parable, Jesus 
shared it to help his followers see deeper into the 
heart of faith, love, service, and relationships. Jesus 
knew the value of personal encounter with the holy. 
He knew that offering pat answers is never as fruit-
ful as offering food for thought. He knew that teach-
ing a man to fish was better than giving a man a fish. 
And yet, we often find ourselves wishing that Jesus 



had made it all just a little bit easier. I mean, this 
being one of his followers isn’t exactly easy, right? 
And yet Jesus seems to have made it even harder by 
speaking so enigmatically. And so we ask: why did 
Jesus speak in parables? I’ve got four answers spread 
over the next four days. Here’s the first one.

Jesus knew that when you have to work at some-
thing, you really start to own it. My parents made 
me pay for my first car for two reasons. First, they 
couldn’t afford to buy me a car. And second, they 
knew what Jesus did: that if I put my hard-earned 
money into that automobile, I was much more likely 
to cherish it. I’ll tell you – I had that tan 1992 Maz-
da Protégé with the manual transmission from my 
sophomore year of high school until my second year 
of seminary. I took care of that car because I had 
made a long personal investment in it (though I did 
blow the head gasket because I didn’t know what 
the hot/cold gauge meant). In the same way, Jesus’ 
parables – even the shortest ones like the mustard 
seed or treasure in the field – give us plenty of fodder 
to work with. Which of the parables during this Lent 
gave you the most fodder for your own life of faith?

–––

Tuesday, April 16th 

Why Parables? (Part 2)
The second reason Jesus spoke in parables is this: He 
knew that narrating a story is much more effective 
than giving a direct answer. Indeed, we make mean-
ing by sharing stories. Humans have always been like 
this. When you sit around a campfire, the urge to tell 
stories is so great because you’re tapping into this 
primal instinct to speak of what’s most important.

Or let me put it like this: I was pretty insufferable 
when I was in my early teens. I was an obnoxious 
know-it-all, and I wanted you to know it. And I 
wasn’t good at making friends because of the ob-
noxious thing and because my family moved around 
so much. Then in ninth grade, I read The Lord of the 
Rings. When I finally put the book down after 900 
plus pages, I was different somehow. I had journeyed 
with Frodo Baggins and Samwise Gamgee to Mount 
Doom, and dwelling page after page in their incred-
ible friendship – friendship that literally stood the 
test of fire – changed me. People could have told me 
the answer to friendship is being loyal and giving 

of yourself. But I would not have understood until 
I read that story. In the same way, when we enter a 
parable, when we really live in the world Jesus creates 
in those few short sentences, we find so much depth 
of meaning. Which of the parables during this Lent 
was a story into which you could dive? What did you 
find when you swam in it?

–––

Wednesday, April 17th 

Why Parables? (Part 3)
The third reason Jesus spoke in parables is this: He 
knew that using everyday images helps illustrate 
abstract concepts. The more ordinary the image, 
the more likely you are to encounter it day in and 
day out. Thus, Jesus shares images so that when we 
see them, the story triggers in us again. After read-
ing the parable of the mustard seed, the image of 
the birds nesting takes root in us. After reading the 
parable of the leaven, the image of yeast working 
through the dough has the potential to encounter 
us every time we eat bread! After reading the parable 
of the Prodigal Son, we have the opportunity to see 
in all our relationships the same dynamics at play in 
the story.

Now the problem here is that the everyday imagery 
of Jesus’ day and ours is not the same. We don’t see 
sheep all the time, and vineyards aren’t just down ev-
ery street (well there are few in Stonington). The cul-
ture of Jesus’ time can be opaque to us, which adds a 
level of complication not present for Jesus’ original 
hearers. Does this mean we should give up? No. But 
it does mean we might need to engage our imagina-
tion to a greater degree than we’re used to. There can 
be much fruit to be gathered in “updating” Jesus’ 
imagery for our own context to see how timeless the 
stories really are. Which of the parables during this 
Lent had imagery that you could see in the world 
around you? Which had opaque imagery that you 
had trouble translating to our modern culture?

–––

Thursday, April 18th 

Why Parables? (Part 4)
The fourth reason Jesus spoke in parables is this: He 
knew parables resist sound bite theology. He knew 



that his opponents were looking for evidence against 
him, and so instead of giving them ammunition, 
he told them stories: innocuous little stories, that, 
if you really let them get inside you and do their 
work, you realize that the kingdom has sprouted 
within you while you were sleeping. The problem is 
that these days we are so used to sound bites ruling 
public discourse that any speech which calls for deep 
thinking seems too diffi cult or time-consuming to 
wrestle with. We’ve lost the attention span necessary 
for stories to do their work. We are a people molded 
by story, who no longer seem to have time for them.

And that’s why Jesus’ parables are still so vital to 
our lives today. He invites us to slow down and suck 
on the marrow of his parables. He invites us to live 
within the creative tension of not yet understand-
ing, but still striving to fi nd meaning. He knows 
that cognitive dissonance is a true path to expanded 
perspective. His stories sail to us on the wind of the 
Holy Spirit and impel us to dive in and swim around 
and make them our own. “With what can we com-
pare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it?” he asks. How do you answer that ques-
tion? How do you see the reign of God breaking into 
this world?

–––

Friday, April 19th

Jesus the Parable
Today is Good Friday, and we have spent the last 
forty days with Jesus’ parables. And now we see him 
walk willingly to the cross, to his own lynching 
under the religious authorities and with the tacit 
approval of the state. He had prayed that this cup 
pass by him, but it did not, and now he fi nds himself 
nailed to the tree. This master of nonviolence does 
not seek to dominate the domination of others, 
nor escape into isolation, nor even condemn those 
condemning him. Instead he says, “Father, forgive 
them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.” He 
says, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” He 
says, “Put away your swords,” and heals the soldier’s 
wound.

On this day we see the truth that Jesus himself is the 
parable of God and has been throughout his minis-
try. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection form the story 
into which we can dive, from which we can make 

meaning, of which we can see images shimmering all 
around us, and about which sound bites will never 
suffi ce because the truth is an experience best lived, 
not distilled. The parable of Jesus brings us to the 
margins of society to rub shoulders with those on 
the outskirts, thus expanding the margins so they 
are now part of the middle. The parable of Jesus 
brings us to the pain in all our relationships so we 
might seek healing and reconciliation. The parable 
of Jesus is the story in which we fi nd ourselves. Why 
did Jesus speak in parables? Because the kingdom of 
God is like a story, in which everyone has a role.
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