
Dwelling in the Word – Mark 1:21-28
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 

They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then 
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout 
the surrounding region of Galilee.

Prompts:

1. What word or phrase comforts, conflicts, confuses, or captivates you?

2. Why do you think Jesus’ teachings were astounding?

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes – December 19, 2017

Present: Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Jr. Warden Bruce Vandal, Emily Barrett, Craig Koehler, Sarah McDermott, Lisa 
Noonan, Jak Cruthers, Allissa Leonard, Eric Bookmiller, Nicholas Bolt, Treasurer Bob Ness, Clerk Barbara Barrett, 
The Rev. Stacey Kohl and The Rev. Adam Thomas 

Absent: Beth Cloutier, Denis O’Brien, Dan Hall, Judith Roure 

The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together; Eric read the bible passage (Luke 2:1-12); we 
shared insights. Stacey gave her spiritual autobiography—her spiritual journey leading to the priesthood, to which 
she will be ordained on December 20. 

Minutes: Craig moved and Emily seconded a motion that the minutes be accepted as presented. All were in favor. 

Year-end Financial Review: Bob reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. We are in good shape at this point with a total 
income surplus of $8,863.03. Adam said that the budget amounts for Parish Life and Christian Education will be 
increased in 2018. Also, the Curate’s salary will be fully funded in the 2018 budget.

Year-end Property Review: Bruce acknowledged Dan Hall and Ken Knott for their work replacing the toilet in the 
undercroft bathroom, Ken Sigel for helping to replace the floor near the organ, Dan Dinovelli for helping repair 
electrical boxes, and the parents and kids who worked on the fall clean-up. Bruce is working on getting two main-
tenance items reduced from twice yearly to once yearly. Bruce has talked with Noank Electric about lighting the 
parking lot. We need to get a photometric layout of the lighting, then present it to the Historical Society and then to 
the Zoning Board. Regarding the front steps to the church, Dan gave Bruce a quote from a contractor of $10,000—
$15,000 to do a complete job. Regarding plowing, Adam gave Bruce the name of a contractor who charges a flat 
seasonal fee ($3,500) instead of charging per plow. We spent $6,000 for plowing this past year. Regarding the red 
doors, Susan has sent a letter to Alan Schaeffer, the carpenter who is working on our doors. We have not heard back. 
Bruce has offered to help him fit the doors. The Vestry helped create a list of major property projects done this past 
year.

Housing Allowance Resolution for Stacey: Craig moved and Jak seconded a motion that we approve the “Parson-
age Allowance Resolution for the Rev. Stacey Kohl” as printed in the Vestry packet. All were in favor. This allows 
Stacey to claim almost all of her salary as housing allowance.



Nominating Committee: The committee has met and has a list of 10 names for the 5 Vestry positions available.

Upcoming Events: Fr. Sonley Joseph, the priest-in-charge at St. Luc’s, Haiti, will be with us the first week in Febru-
ary. 

Adam will be on vacation the week between Christmas and New Year’s.

Stacey will be the sole Celebrant at the Eucharist on December 31st.

Adam thanked out-going Vestry members Allissa, Denis, Jak, and Emily, and also Barbara for completing a term of 
four years as Parish Clerk.

The meeting ended with a prayer of gratitude and a thank you party.

Next meetings: January 16th (budget) and 23rd. 

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk

Voting List 2018

Removed
Rosie Beranis
Doug Clough
Sam Clough
Carole Hanes
Gunilla Norris
Christa Poitras
Ryan Poitras
Robert Schneider
Joanne Snow
Albert Strein
Caitlin Stein
Joy Towne
Brooke Walker
Matt Walker

Added
Rob Christian
Tory Christian
Dave Damon
Donna Damon
Bryan Sardo
Maura D’Agostino
Ken McBride
Ann Ragsdale
Dana Ragsdale
Richard Broadbent
Louisa Broadbent
Jack Gregg
Brandy Gregg
Jim Wylder
Alison Wydler
Chelsea Wydler
Andrew Wydler
Dorothy Eames
William Abt
Ryan Koehler
Courtney Riley
Tony Erdman
Carole Erdman


