
Dwelling in the Word – Luke 2:1-12
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Jo-
seph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

Prompts:

1. What word or phrase comforts, conflicts, confuses, or captivates you?

2. You’ve heard this story a million times. Is there anything new in it for you with this reading?

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes – November 21, 2017

Present: Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Jr. Warden Bruce Vandal, Dan Hall, Emily Barrett, Craig Koehler, Sarah McDer-
mott, Lisa Noonan, Judith Roure, Allissa Leonard, Eric Bookmiller, Nicholas Bolt, Treasurer Bob Ness, Clerk Barba-
ra Barrett, The Rev. Stacey Kohl and The Rev. Adam Thomas 

Absent: Beth Cloutier, Denis O’Brien, Jak Cruthers 

The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together; Emily read the bible passage (Matthew 25:31-
46); we shared insights. Craig gave his spiritual autobiography. Stacy will give hers at the next meeting.

Minutes: Craig moved and Dan seconded a motion that the minutes be accepted as presented. All were in favor. 

Agenda: Craig moved and Bruce seconded a motion that the agenda be accepted as presented. All were in favor.

The teams met and reported back as follows:

Admin/Finance: Adam explained why some items on the expense side of the treasurer’s report are over budget. Wor-
ship includes the cost of our delegates’ overnight stay at the Diocesan Convention ($600). The line item for Rector is 
over due to back payments for pension. Office Operation is over due to us making color copies. Adam hopes to lease 
a new copier next year. On the income side, plate and pledges are significantly over budget, resulting in an almost 
$13,000 surplus.

Ministry: Stacey reported that we are re-imagining our youth program for the next school year. She and Adam 
are developing a curriculum in-house. Adam expressed appreciation for Stacey’s leadership in moving away from a 
canned curriculum to one more tailored for our own kids. The Pilgrimage goal has shifted from Ireland as that is 



not financially viable. Stacey contacted a friend from Yale who is a transitional deacon in Maine, is a certified Maine 
guide, a former high school teacher, and asked her if she would like to lead a pilgrimage in Maine and she said, 
“Yes.” Stacey has talked with the kids who are excited about this new direction as they will be able to play a larger 
role in planning their own pilgrimage, which will take place in late June. 

Property: Bruce reported that we are waiting on the sacristy door. Work is underway on the red doors; he has seen 
pictures, and they are beautiful. Many tasks have been accomplished including replacing lights on the front walkway 
and replacing the toilet in the parish hall bathroom to one that is handicapped accessible. Bruce talked with the fire 
marshal about our plan for an open-door policy, and we were given the go-ahead as long as we change some locks 
and install exit signs. The new red doors need to be in place. He also talked with Noank Electric about installing a 
lightpost half way down our parking lot. Next he will contact the town. We may want an additional light at the far 
end of the parking lot.

Stewardship update: We have very good news. Adam reported that 113 pledges are in to date for a total of 
$325,611. That is an average of $2,882. There are 14 new pledges, 8 of whom are first time pledgers. This generosity 
will allow us to full fund our operations and perhaps fund a few future projects as well; Adam wants to be conserva-
tive as we do not know if this will be a pattern. (Full printed report in vestry packet).

Emergency policies discussion: Ken expressed his concern that, in light of the random shooting at a small church 
in Texas, we should be having a discussion about emergency procedures at St. Mark’s. Adam suggested that the vestry 
make this a priority in the coming year, that it falls under the policy of safe church. He will check with the diocese. 
Perhaps Mike Corey from the disaster preparedness network could come to the vestry retreat to discuss this issue. 
Our challenge is to remain welcoming, hospitable, and safe all at the same time.

Old Business: Last month we talked about new leadership for the Bazaar—Jak and Marianne Wydler have volun-
teered to take over the next bazaar and give it a facelift. (The Bazaar made about $6,000 this year.) However, we 
have no-one to take over the Thanksgiving dinner at this point, and this is Leah Thomas’ final year at the helm. The 
Donation Button on the website and the Sound System are still being worked on. The Organ Fund will be included 
in the new budget.

Nominating Committee: We will be convening the nominating committee in December. We need a clerk and 4 
vestry members. Dan raised the idea of asking someone from StoneRidge to be on the vestry. This will be taken 
under consideration.

Next meeting: December 19th.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 with the Pulse Prayer Circle.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk

Parsonage Allowance Resolution for the Rev. Stacey Kohl

Whereas the Rev. Stacey Kohl is employed as a minister of the Gospel by St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Mystic, CT, 
which does not provide a residence for her, the vestry resolves that of the total compensation of $17,763 to be paid 
to the Rev. Kohl during 2018, that $17,000 be designated a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as 
used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986 as amended, but in any event until further notice the parsonage allow-
ance shall be $1,416 per month.


