
Dwelling in the Word – Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart 
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 
me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Prompts:

1. What word or phrase comforts, conflicts, confuses, or captivates you?

2. Who or what is the “emperor” in our time? What belongs to that entity? And what belongs to God?
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The meeting began at 7:05 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together; Craig read the bible passage (Matthew 22:15—
22); we shared insights.  No spiritual autobiography this month; Craig will give his in November.

Agenda:  Two dates were updated.

Minutes:  Motion made by Craig and seconded by Judith to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed unani-
mously.  Adam investigated SecureGive and learned—contrary to what the minutes say-- that SecureGive does take a 
cut and that it is designed for larger churches.

Pledge Drive Phone-a-thon:  Following a lively auction, vestry members each phoned 3 or 4 individuals/families 
who have not yet returned a pledge card.  Adam had already texted a number of parishioners and will talk with the 



Stone Ridge congregation on Wednesday. We reminded people that this coming Sunday is Stewardship Celebra-
tion Sunday when we will be collecting the remaining pledge cards and also packing 10,000 meals of macaroni and 
cheese to be distributed by United Way.

The teams met and reported back as follows:
Ministry:  Adam reported that the team discussed volunteerism, deeper engagement, and cycles of ministry, especial-
ly regarding the bazaar and thanksgiving dinner.  

Property:  Bruce reported that the team discussed lighting for the parking lot.  Bruce will call Noank Electric to 
see what might work without getting the historical society and the town involved.  He is waiting to hear from Ken 
Sigel about the choir floor project.  Bruce has a meeting planned with the fire warden in conjunction with our plan 
to keep the church open to the public for prayer during the day. Dan, Ken, and Bruce will replace the toilet in the 
bathroom off the parish hall with a handicapped accessible, i.e., higher, toilet.  Dan will get a replacement post for 
the broken granite post.  The painter has not yet replaced the sacristy door.   Regarding the sound system, there are 
quotes in Adam’s e-mail.  Regarding the phone system, Stacey will consult with Madeline before making a decision, 
as Madeline uses it the most.  A grounds clean-up day will be held on Sunday Nov. 12; Craig will encourage the 
young people go be involved.

Admin/Finance:  Bob reported that the finance committee will look into why “office operation” is $2,000 over 
budget.  The rector’s salary is over budget because we missed a couple of pension payments last year.  Adam pointed 
out that plate income and pledges income are both above budget.  Ten to fifteen stewardship packets were given out 
to first time pledgers.  135—140 packets went out in total.  In answer to a question from Jak, Bob reported that we 
have $2,058 so far for the pilgrimage.

Upcoming Events:
Stewardship Celebration Sunday:  Oct. 22nd
All Saints Sunday:  Nov. 5th
Bazaar:  Nov. 18th

Next Vestry meeting:  Nov. 21st
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 with the Pulse Prayer Circle.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk


