
Dwelling in the Word – Matthew 22:15-22

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 

him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 

of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 

used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 

whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they 

were amazed; and they left him and went away.

Prompts:

1. What word or phrase comforts, conflicts, confuses, or captivates you?

2. Who or what is the “emperor” in our time? What belongs to that entity? And what belongs to 
God?

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes – September 19, 2017

Present: Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Emily Barrett, Beth Cloutier, Craig Koehler, Denis 
O’Brien, Allissa Leonard, Eric Bookmiller, Sarah McDermott, Jak Cruthers, Lisa Noonan, Judith Roure, Treasurer 
Bob Ness, Clerk Barbara Barrett, The Rev. Stacey Kohl and The Rev. Adam Thomas 

Absent: Jr.Warden Bruce Vandal

The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together, and Emily and Craig each read the Bible passage 
aloud. (Matthew 20:1–16) The group shared insights. Lisa gave her spiritual autobiography. 

Minutes: Under Property Update, “an entire bank” was corrected to “one light in each bank.” The words “or bellows” 
were stricken from the Organ Discussion section. Under Curate’s Report, “Godly Play has added a second class” 
was inserted. Journey to Adulthood is not adding two classes. A motion was made by Emily and seconded by Jak to 
approve the minutes as corrected. All were in favor. Adam thanked Eric for taking detailed minutes at August Vestry 
meeting.



Agenda: Ken addressed the following items not on the agenda:
1) Ken reported that Bruce is looking for a contractor to build out the choir area.
2) The painters need to finish the front of the church.
3) We are looking at keeping the church open during business hours for prayer. We need to figure out what needs to 
be locked, and we need to investigate fire exits. He reported that six vestry members attended the recent Safe Church 
training. If we are inviting people to discover God’s abundance, we need to be sure that they are safe.
Regarding the goal to do 150 hours of community service, we did 50 hours at the Peace Sanctuary, 12 hours with 
MASH at the Garlic Festival, and we have the opportunity to work this coming Saturday helping MASH renovate 
an apartment.

Teams Meet: The teams met and reported back as follows: Jak reported that Stacey updated the Ministry team on 
the church school, emphasizing that we are creating space where students of all ages can “just be” rather than being 
expected to participate in a lot of activities. Adam complimented Stacey on doing a great job and said his August was 
better this year. The Admin/Finance team and Adam discussed the audit report. Regarding accounts not showing 
what they are supposed to show, this reflects an old system of in funds/out funds and involves very small accounts. 
The team decided to direct the Finance team to come up with a list of antiquated in fund/out fund accounts and 
give a recommendation on what to do with them. A motion was made by Craig and seconded by Dan requesting 
that the Finance team go through the accounts and figure what to do with these relic holdovers. Motion passed 
unanimously.

Judith’s thought about creating an organ fund will depend on the budget for next year. 

Jak thanked the parent volunteers for their efforts regarding fund raising for the pilgrimage. The money raised will 
be held in a separate account within our accounting software.

PayPal has not yet been set up. Eric mentioned SecureGive.com, which does not take a cut. 

The Stewardship Appeal will be the same as last year. The pledge packets will be handed out following the Suppers 
with 7, the next day in church, and the remaining packets mailed on Monday, Oct. 2. The theme of the pledge drive 
is “Abide in Love,” reflecting St. Mark’s 150 years of abiding here in Mystic. 130—140 pledge packets will go out. 
Vestry members received theirs at the vestry meeting and were encouraged to return their pledge cards before Sun-
day, Oct. 1. The pledge drive will culminate on Sunday, Oct. 22nd. We will celebrate with a food packing event with 
the United Way. Everybody will get a card in November thanking them for their pledge and mentioning the amount 
of the pledge.

A motion was made by Nick and seconded by Judith that we receive the audit as presented. Motion passed unani-
mously.

Upcoming events:
Supper with Seven---Sept. 30th
Blessing of the Animals—Oct. 1st at 4:00 pm
CROP Walk—Oct. 15th 
Stewardship Celebration Sunday—Oct. 22nd

Next meeting: Oct. 17th

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 with the Pulse Prayer Circle.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk


