
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes – June 20, 2017 

 
Present:  Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Emily Barrett, Beth Cloutier, Craig Koehler, Denis 
O’Brien, Allissa Leonard, Eric Bookmiller, Sarah McDermott, Jr.Warden Bruce Vandal, Treasurer Bob Ness, Clerk 
Barbara Barrett, and Fr. Adam Thomas  
 
Absent: Jak Cruthers, Lisa Noonan, Judith Roure 
 
The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together, and Sarah read the bible passage, Matthew 
10:24—39, which was followed with the sharing of insights. Beth gave her spiritual autobiography.  Eric 
volunteered to give his in August. 
 
Minutes:  Denis moved and Eric seconded a motion that the minutes be approved as presented.  All were in favor. 
 
Agenda was accepted as presented. 
 
Finance Update:  Adam clarified that the reason the rector’s salary is over budget is because we need to send 
money to the pension fund.  Income looks strong, but that will even out by the end of the year. 
 
Property Update:  Bruce provided a printed report of work completed and underway.  He went to Cathedral Glass 
to see our trinity window.  The glass is intact and has been releaded.  The window should be back in place in two 
weeks.  Ken asked Bruce to let him know when it is scheduled to be reinstalled so that he can get a picture. The 
painter will begin work after the window is reinstalled.  The curate’s office will be painted this week and the tile 
layed next week.  Regarding the front doors, our artisan seems to be putting us on the back burner.  Bruce will ask 
Susan about that.  Bruce will keep after Noank Electric about the work that needs to be done in the kitchen. 
 
Request funds from D&B accounts:  Craig moved and Eric seconded a motion to request funds from our D&B 
accounts held by the Diocese as follows: 
--Withdraw $13,000 total from our Restricted and Unrestricted Endowment Funds for our yearly draw (3%) 
--Withdraw $1,040 from our Haiti (Schultheis) Restricted Endowment Fund for our yearly draw 
--Withdraw $1,000 from our Capital Campaign Fund to cover increased cost of Trinity window restoration. 
The motion passed unanimously.  The $13,000 will be used for the curate’s salary; the $1,040 represents a yearly 
responsible draw to support our partnership in Haiti; the $1,000 will give us the additional funds needed to cover 
the cost of the window restoration which is $9,000.   
 
Curate Parsonage Allowance Resolution:  A motion was made by Craig and seconded by Bruce that we accept 
the following resolution:  Whereas the Rev. Stacey Kohl is employed as a minister of the Gospel by St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, Mystic, CT, which does not provide a residence for her, the vestry resolves that of the total 
compensation of $9,636 to be paid to the Rev. Kohl during 2017, that $8,500 be designated a parsonage allowance 
within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986 as amended, but in any event until 
further notice the parsonage allowance shall be $1,416 per month.  The Rev. Kohl begins employment at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church on July 1, 2017, and this resolution was passed on June 20, 2017.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  This represents a tax benefit for Stacey. 
 
Memorial Fund Disbursements Discussion:  Some memorial gifts are designated for a specific purpose, and 
some are not and go into a fund called “Memorial Fund.”  We currently have $10,000 of unrestricted funds in the 
Memorial Fund.  The Vestry discussed the appropriate uses of that money and who makes the decision on usage.  
We concluded that the Vestry will make the decisions on how to spend the undesignated memorial funds.  It was 
suggested that we record memorial gifts in a memorial gifts book. We currently need $2,200 to refurbish the curate’s 
office as a memorial to Wil Schroder.  A motion was made by Dan and seconded by Beth to use money from the 
memorial fund to refurbish the curate’s office.  Motion passed unanimously.   
Judith Roure was unable to be at the Vestry meeting, but she reported (via Adam) that the organ needs attention. 



 
Update on fall Education offerings:  When Adam began his ministry here we had two classes for youth and one 
for adults.  This fall, in addition to the Adult Forum, we will have five classes for young people.  Stacey will assist in 
the oversight of our youth programs; Adam will oversee adult programs.  We will have Godly Play training at St. 
Mark’s in August.  A couple of people are signed up so far from St. Mark’s.  Our oldest group of teenagers will be 
going on a pilgrimage to Ireland next year.  They are currently raising money by collecting donations for parking 
during special downtown events.  Craig asked how the Vestry felt about them collecting donations for parking on 
additional dates.  The general consensus was positive.  We need to interface with Funeral Home parking needs. 
 
Old Business:  
Donation Button on website:  Sarah and Adam recommend using PayPal.  There will be a donation button on our 
website, and there will be something making it clear that this is not for pledges; a percentage of any money donated 
goes to PayPal.  
Sound System update:  Adam has contacted three contractors, met with one of them today and will get a quote 
soon. 
Bibles in the pews:  The bibles will cost about $11 each; Adam is looking for the best deal.  Allissa asked if we were 
going to offer parishioners the opportunity to donate toward the bibles and put a loved one’s name in the bible.  No 
decision made. 
New Directory:  complete. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Adam will be in Denver at a Godley Play conference this coming weekend. 
The Rev. Stacey Kohl’s first official Sunday (7/2) 
Adam’s vacation: 7/17—8/6 (last two weeks of July and first week of August) 
Next meeting:  August 15th (NO JULY MEETING) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 with the pulse prayer circle. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk 


