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All year we have been celebrating the 150th anniversary of St. Mark’s 
Church. We had a wonderful event on the Feast of St. Mark in April, we 
collected 150 packages of juice boxes, peanut butter, jelly, and chalk. We 
volunteered 150 hours with the Peace Sanctuary, MASH (now called Al-
waysHome), and the United Way. Our 150th anniversary fall pledge drive, 
“Abide in Love,” as St. Mark’s has abided in Mystic all these years, was 
wildly successful (more on that when we get to budget season in January).

Through all these events and programs, we still haven’t reached the of-
ficial 150th anniversary, which takes place at Christmas. We aren’t having 
any special service to mark the occasion, as Christmas is special enough 
on its own. But I like the imagery of St. Mark’s Church’s first service hap-
pening on the day we celebrate the nativity of our Lord, knowing God in 
a new, incarnated way. For just as the Body of Christ, in his flesh, became 
physically present in the Bethlehem stable, the Body of Christ, made up 
of the community of the faithful, became physically present when St. 
Mark’s opened its doors.

We continue this presence 150 years later, serving in our wider com-
munity, witnessing to and nurturing what God is up to near and far. Of 
course, there are many other anniversaries we could mark. The origin of 
St. Mark’s dates back to 1859 as a Sunday school. The parish was consti-
tuted in 1865. The building was dedicated in 1873. But we have chosen 
Christmas 1867 as our anniversary, and this choice should activate our 
mission because this is the day St. Mark’s Church became incarnated here 
on Pearl St. And we continue this incarnation now, helping people dis-
cover God’s abundance in their own lives and the life of our community.

Here’s a small mention of the first service at St. Mark’s from our history, 
written by Mrs. Virginia B. Anderson (from the 2007 printing):

Through large gifts from the Hon. Asa Packer, who moved from Mystic to Mauch 
Chunk, Pennsylvania, and from St. John’s Church in Stamford, the parish was 
able to complete construction of the Church. On Christmas, 1867, the building 
was opened for worship, with a wooden causeway over tidal pools in front. The 
total cost of the Church was almost $9,000, and a mortgage of $3,000 remained.

Wooden causeways! Yes, our church was built over some fairly swampy 
ground. $9,000 in 1867 is around $150,000 today, so the church was 
pretty inexpensive to build, and only a third of the cost needed a mort-
gage, which was paid off in 1873.

Thank you for being part of the Body of Christ, embodied here in Mys-
tic. Our participation in God’s mission of healing and reconciliation will 
continue for many, many years to come.

150th Anniversary:
Christmas 1867
by the Rev. Adam Thomas



Growing up in the Bap-
tist church, I never really 
experienced the season of 
Advent. The first Sunday 
after Thanksgiving the en-
tire congregation charged 

headlong into Christmas, singing songs like “Joy to 
the World” and “Silent Night” as the smell of fresh 
greens filled the church. I loved these Christmas 
carols, but always found myself waiting anxiously 
for my favorite song to be sung— “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel.”

Upon finding my way to the Episcopal Church as an 
adult, I was surprised and, to be honest, a little dis-
mayed when we didn’t begin belting 
out “Hark the Herald Angel Sing” on 
December 1. “Where are the Christ-
mas carols,” I wondered, “and all of 
the greens—it’s almost Christmas 
after all!” But there was a surprise in 
store for me, one that reshaped my 
experience of Advent and Christmas 
almost overnight.

As I sat in the pew at St. John’s Episcopal Church on 
a chilly morning in early December several years ago, 
feeling a bit sad knowing I was in for another Sun-
day with no Christmas carols, I was shocked to hear 
the unmistakable beginning of my beloved favorite— 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” To my great sur-
prise, I discovered that day my favorite “Christmas” 
carol wasn’t a Christmas carol at all, but an Advent 
one.

I found myself listening to and experiencing this be-
loved song in an entirely new way that day. Suddenly 
I was reminded of exactly why I loved this song so 
much to begin with. The deep longing expressed in 

the verses seemed to mirror the longing in my own 
soul—longing for something I couldn’t always name 
but knew was there. In those verses, I was able to call 
out to God, to join my voice with people across time 
and space who also longed for God’s presence and 
saving grace.

And then would come the refrain and within it the 
answer to my call to God. “Rejoice, Rejoice, Emman-
uel shall come to thee, O Israel.” In those words lies 
a great mystery, a paradox often beyond my compre-
hension. Emmanuel, as you may know, is a Hebrew 
word and directly translated means “God with us.” 
In this final refrain we call out rejoicing that “God 
with us will come to us.” God, who is already pres-

ent, will come and dwell among us. 
This is the great mystery of Christmas 
but such a great mystery cannot be 
comprehended with haste, as I discov-
ered that day. Instead, I needed Advent 
to allow me to sit and deeply ponder 
this mystery; to consider over and over 
what it means for me and for the world 
that “God with us will come to us.”

Thus, in the wonderfully complicated imagery of a 
beloved song, I discovered a way into Advent and, 
to my even greater surprise, a deeper experience of 
Christmas. Advent became a time to wonder, to 
ponder the incredible mystery of God with us as God 
is coming to us. Christmas too became a time of 
wonder, to gaze in awe at the surprising ways of God 
who truly is God with us coming to us.

So I invite you this year to wonder with me through 
Advent, Christmas, and into the season of Epipha-
ny—how is God with us coming to us anew today?

I needed Advent to allow 
me to sit and deeply 

ponder this mystery; to 
consider over and over 

what it means for me and 
for the world that “God 
with us will come to us.”

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
by the Rev. Stacey Kohl

SOLICITING QUOTATIONS FOR THE LENT LION’S TALE
Our Lent 2018 issue of The Lion’s Tale will feature short reflections based on our favorite 
quotations by Christian writers, thinkers, theologians, and mystics. If you have a quotation 
that you love or that has guided you, let us know! Email thelionstale@stmarksmystic.org, and 
we may add it to our list for Lent.



PoetryCorner

A Winter Triptych
by Adam Thomas

November 20, 2017

ADVENT

To appreciate how old the universe is
You need only look up into a clear night sky,
Gaze at the stars, and smile.
The pinpricks of light against the black
Are older than the dinosaurs,
And older still the farther away.
Did you know the lightyear is a measure of distance
Not time?
No time – we have no time anymore,
No time for stargazing,
For wondering at the length and breadth of the universe
Or the length and breath of God’s love.
How are you?
I’m busy.
That doesn’t answer my question: How are you?
I’m...I’m…
Take your time. Just breathe.
I’m...I am…
Good answer. That’s what Jesus said, too.
I Am...the Light of the World,
The light shining before the prehistoric stars,
The light shining in the darkness,
Creating comprehension.
You’re busy? I’m busy too.
Let’s make a pact, you and I,
To describe ourselves a different way next time.
How are you?
I’m expectant.
How are you?
I’m hopeful.
How are you?
I’m resting in the promises of God.
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CHRISTMAS

The poets say we’re made of stardust;
The scientists, too, though they use scientific words.
The early stars responded when God spoke,
Eager for creation when God said, “Let there be.”
Those stars are no more,
But their matter remains
In the comet’s frozen tail,
In the air we breathe,
In the trees,
In you and me.
The stardust is there, flecked in certain lucky eyes.
How do you explain the Incarnation to a child
Fresh from her own birth?
You know that I love you, right? You can feel it right here.
Yes, Daddy.
But you can’t see my love.
No, Daddy.
Now imagine you could. I wonder what it would look like?
A hug? A smile? A night light when you’re scared?
I wonder…
That baby in the manger was God imagining,
And God’s imagination has a way of becoming real.
God’s love made real, made solid,
With stardust flecking his kind eyes.

EPIPHANY

To appreciate how new the universe is,
You need only look up into a clear night sky,
Gaze at the space between the stars, and smile.
The black against the pinpricks of light
Is full of possibility.
What new stars are there even now,
Whose light will find new eyes
When we’ve returned to dust?
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
(James 1:27)

4
Cleaning Item

5
Pray for those who have no 
home to clean

6
Size 4 Diapers (or pull-ups)

7
Pray for children in need of 
a safe, loving home

8
Toiletry Item

9
Pray for those who lack 
fresh water

10
As they were going along the road, someone said to 
him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said 
to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
(Luke 9:57-58)

11
Cleaning Item

12
Pray for those who have no 
clothes to clean

13
Size 5 Diapers (or pull-ups)

14
Pray for infants in the 
NICU, their families, and 
those who care for them

15
Toiletry Item

16
Pray for those who are 
lonely or alone

17
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. 
On either side of the river is the tree of life[b] with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the na-
tions. (Revelation 22:1-2)

18
Cleaning Item

19
Pray for those who have 
no food to wipe from their 
dishes

20
Size 6 Diapers (or pull-ups)

21
Pray for parents who 
struggle to provide for their 
children

22
Toiletry Item

23
Pray for those who are sick

24
An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:20-22)

december 2017

Bring all items to Christmas Eve services 
or drop them in the church office before Christmas.



Every December the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center is inundated with gifts of non-perishable food. At the 
same time, they see their stocks of important wellness items dwindle because in the holiday season, people 
donate food. We aim to help with that this year with this Advent Calendar. Instead of opening perforated 
cardboard and getting a piece of chocolate, we invite you to gather items on the Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays of Advent to stock the shelves of the PNC’s “Daily Living” and “Babies Warm and Well” programs.

MONDAY: Laundry detergent, dish soap, or spray cleaning products like 409

WEDNESDAY: Diapers or Pull-ups

FRIDAY: Shampoo, conditioner, razors for men/women, shaving cream, shower gel, toilet paper, Kleenex,   
body lotion, or toothpaste. Or baby wipes, baby shampoo, or bath wash/lotion

On Sundays, read and reflect on the Bible verses. On Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, pray with specific 
intention.
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An Advent Calendar of

Scripture, Prayer, and Collection



ST. MARK’S PRAYER CHAIN

The St. Mark’s Prayer Chain began May 2001. It consisted of a small group of compassionate St. Mark’s 
parishioners who were dedicated to pray every day for those in need of God’s help. During the following 
years, the parishioners in the group have changed, but the prayer chain has continued to faithfully pray 
for those in need of prayer.

Do you know someone in need of prayer? A family member, a friend, a neighbor, or yourself? No one 
needs to be a member of St. Mark’s for prayer. Just fill in the Prayer Request card in the rack in the back 
of the pew in front of you on Sunday morning. All information will be confidential, held among the clergy 
and prayer chain members only. Place the prayer request in the box at the back of the church. The ushers 
can show you where.

We feel honored to offer prayers of intercession for those in need of God’s help. Blessings, Janice Munro

The annual convention of the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut met in Greenwich in mid-November. 
Along with our clergy, Dan Tomkins and Bev Olsen 
represented St. Mark’s over the two-day conference. 
Our own Sandi Eddy and Ernest Adams (conven-
tion alternates) were also there holding down the 
fort at the “Faith Behind Bars and Beyond” table. A 
staggering fourteen resolutions were considered by 
the convention. In a normal year there aren’t more 
than five or six, but this is an abnormal year, since 
next summer marks the next general convention of 
The Episcopal Church. Several of the resolutions 
considered at our convention will be sent on to the 
wider church convention. For a full list of resolu-
tions, please see episcopalct.org/events/annual-conven-
tion/2017/.

Delegates also met in their regions. Bev Olsen led 
the Southeast Region representatives in several 
exercises meant to help everyone learn each other’s 
ministry passions and grow closer ties among the 
churches of the region.

In his bishop’s address, Diocesan Bishop spoke 
about a new focus for our collective imagination – 
away from something that is crumbling and towards 
something that is growing anew. He is quoted here:

I believe we need to move beyond a focus on the end of 
Christendom. It is true that the old political, economic, and 
social structures that gave power, place and privilege to the 
Church are ebbing away, especially here in New England 
– the part of our country that the Pew and Gallup research 

organizations describe as the least religious. Even given the 
irreligiousness of New England, I do not think it is helpful 
anymore to describe our circumstances as “post-Christen-
dom.”

Doing so makes Christendom the reference point of our life 
in Christ and looks back to a time that is irreparably lost. 
And I am not convinced that Christendom really served 
the mission of God in Jesus that well anyway. So, instead of 
describing our time as “post-Christendom,” I wonder if we 
might look at the context for of our lives in Christ today as 
more of a “New Missional Age.” 

What do I mean by a New Missional Age? I mean that 
today, right now, right here, God is alive in Jesus; and each 
and every one of us through our baptism is called and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to be about God’s mission in 
the world. I believe that God has had, and will always have 
the Church, the Body of Christ, that God needs to be about 
God’s purposes, God’s mission, in the world. This New 
Missional Age can be considered a new reformation, a new 
apostolic era, (much like the Church we read about in the 
Bible) in which God is effecting God’s restoring, reconciling 
mission in new ways. 

God is inviting us to be the “Jesus Movement” (as our Pre-
siding Bishop wonderfully reminds us) even as the struc-
tures and institutions of the church as we have known it 
crash down around us. This New Missional Age thus calls us 
to reconceive who we are as local expressions of the Body of 
Christ, parishes and worshipping communities, through new 
(or perhaps reclaimed ancient) spiritual practices.

Annual Convention 2017 Report



the Journey
Resources and Reflections on Living our Faith 

 I met Julia Porter after a Thursday morning Eu-
charist, so I recognized her when she stood to make 
announcements during Sunday services. It took me 
a while to realize that most of these announcements 
were connected to the MAEC – and, being new to 
Mystic, I had no idea what that was. But last year, 
as September rolled around, Julie began making 
announcements about the Crop Walk. Now, I had 
heard of the Crop Walk, but couldn’t make the con-
nection between Church World Services (CSW), who 
sponsors the Walk, and Julia’s work with the MAEC, 
so I did what many of us do: I checked the internet. 

In my search, I discovered that the MAEC was the 
Mystic Area Ecumenical Council. They identify 
themselves on their website as “a group of local 
Christian churches in the Mystic, CT region, work-
ing to bring the compassion of Christ to those in 
need. [They] collaborate with our neighbors of other 
faiths to sponsor events that benefit our communi-
ties.” Twenty local churches from the Noank, Mys-
tic, Groton, Stonington and North Stonington col-
laborate to schedule events without competing, to 
share announcements with one another and in each 
other’s pews, and to sponsor several events each year. 
The monthly meetings convene in a different church 
so that the membership comes to know and ap-
preciate the space of each worshipping community. 
I, also, discovered that Julia Porter has been a force 
for MAEC and Christian unity at St. Mark’s and in 
Mystic for almost forty years.

 Julia, born in Hingman, Massachusetts, was raised 
in an old Episcopal church. I was raised in the Ro-
man Catholic Church, and during our conversation, 
we recalled the early days of the ecumenical move-
ment in the early 1970’s. In my memory of those 
days, folks didn’t cross the doors of other churches. 
My cousin married a Methodist, and her father 
wouldn’t attend the wedding. Julia, whose home-
town had a large Catholic population, also remem-
bered the prejudice of that era.

Julia came to Mystic in l969 after being married; her 
husband found worked with the Underwater Sound 
Lab in New London. They joined St. Mark’s in those 
early days of the 70’s. During those early days of the 
rise of ecumenism, she joined an inter-faith study 

group at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on East Main. 
This group gathered to focus on points of common-
ality rather than on those points of contention, thus 
building toward unity and healing. It was during 
this era that the Lutheran Church and Anglican 
Communion joined together in a modern dialogue 
with the hope of bringing these two faith traditions 
into full communion. (The full communion be-
tween U.S the Lutheran Churches and the Episcopal 
churches in the USA didn’t happen until 1999.)

Also during these days, Julia connected with MAEC, 
Mystic Area Ecumenical Council. At the time, Ju-
lia didn’t have a job at the home, and her work on 
the council became her job. As part of this council 
Julia has served as its secretary, and she has been the 
longest serving secretary in it’s history. In addition, 
Julia has helped to Organize of The annual spring 
Choir Festival weekend, which includes workshops 
and rehearsals for an inter-faith choir and caps off 
with an inspiring concert on Sunday afternoon. 
Presently, She also serves as the Chair of the Crop 
Walk, which I am sure we all know from Julia’s many 
appeals for our participation.

This work brought Julia to know many, many 
people: people in the community churches and at 
the chamber of Commerce. As I listened, I heard the 
voice of an ambassador, sharing faith and works 
across boundaries. Julia claims that she is more 
interested in doing the work, and these works stand 
as her testimony to her faith. The work with MAEC 
has called to her gifts. The smaller groups of people 
with whom she works are more comfortable space; 
in these communities, people are named and known. 
Julia suggests that it is this same attitude works in 
seeking volunteers and raising money; despite the 
on-line presence these days, most people want to be 
asked, one on one.

Long ago Julia was called into ecumenical ministry. 
We here at St. Mark’s have been blessed to have her 
in our midst for so long, as one of our lights out in 
the world. For that I give thanks.

Julia Porter and Ecumenism
By Bev  Olsen



The Story Behind the Hymn
“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

by David Tubbs, Director of Music

In the middle of the nine-
teenth century, a mighty 
Christian revival spread 
through the United States, 

crossing the Atlantic into Europe, and sending 
forth missionaries throughout the world, includ-
ing to North-East India, known then as Assam, a 
part of India made up of hundreds of primitive and 
aggressive tribes.  Many of these tribes were “head-
hunters,” a name derived from the custom of a 
young man collecting as many heads as possible so 
he might marry. Hanging these heads on the wall of 
his home demonstrated his strength and his abil-
ity to protect his wife: The more heads he collected, 
the more eligible he was. Foreign missionaries faced 
fierce opposition in this hostile environment. So, 
much of the missionary effort was led by those Indi-
ans first converted by the foreign missionaries. Com-
ing out of this world is the hymn “I Have Decided to 
Follow Jesus,” which echoes the story of an Indian 
family who gave up their lives to follow Jesus, and 
whose faith changed their whole village.

Variations of this story exist, but all say the hymn is 
from Northeastern India, and derives from a Chris-
tian convert who, with his wife and two children, 
was persecuted for his faith in Jesus Christ. In his 
book, Why, God, Why?, Dr. P. Job asserts that the 
lyrics of this traditional Indian folk hymn were the 
last words of an Indian convert named Nokseng, a 
man from the Garo tribe of Assam, (now known as 
Meghalaya).

Nokseng and his family were converted by a Welsh 
missionary, who reportedly witnessed what hap-
pened to these first converts. Nokseng’s faith was 
contagious and courageous, and soon many other 
people of the village began to accept Christianity. 
This greatly angered the village chief, who subse-
quently gathered all the villagers together to make 
an example of this family. He ordered the family 
to renounce their faith or they would be executed. 
Nokseng responded by saying: “I have decided to 
follow Jesus, and there is no turning back” (the first 
verse of what is now the famous hymn). His refusal 
to renounce his faith enraged the chief who then 

ordered his archers to kill his two sons. He then 
asked the man, “Will you deny your faith? You have 
lost both your children. You will lose your wife too.” 
But reportedly he responded, “Though no one joins 
me, still I will follow” (verse two). Now the chief was 
furious, and the archers killed Nokseng’s wife. The 
Chief then said, “I will give you one more opportu-
nity to deny your faith and live.” But the man re-
portedly replied by saying, “The cross before me, the 
world behind me” (verse three).

The man was killed like the rest of his family, but 
that was not the end of the story. When the chief 
realized he was not able to force Nokseng’s family to 
renounce their commitment to Jesus Christ, he was 
inspired by their strong faith. So, after thinking it 
over, he announced to the people that he too would 
follow Jesus. Because of that, everyone in the whole 
village accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior. And 
thanks to these first missionaries they were no lon-
ger headhunters, but fishers of men.

Classified as a folk song, it was passed down by word 
of mouth for years, which often means we end up 
with different versions of the same song. However, 
all three verses are included in almost all versions 
of this song. Other verses may include “Though I 
may wander, I still will follow,” “My cross I’ll carry 
‘til I see Jesus,” and “Will you decide now to follow 
Jesus?” (usually the fourth verse). This last is not 
included in our hymnal, Lift Every Voice and Sing, 
perhaps because it talks of our salvation as being 
completely in our own hands rather than the hands 
of God.       

Many hymn texts have also been set to different 
melodies, but “I have decided to follow Jesus” has al-
ways been sung to the same tune. The tune has been 
named Assam, after the region in northeastern India 
where it originated. This Indian folk hymn is effec-
tive in different ways: if it is sung slowly and quietly, 
it allows one to meditate on the seriousness of his/
her commitment to Christ; a more upbeat, march-
like style can be taken as a call to action. It also can 
easily and meaningfully paired with other songs. 
One example of this is our choir anthem arranged 
with “He Leadeth Me.”



Credit has been given to Sandhu Sunder Singh 
(1889-1929), an Indian lyricist and arranger for set-
ting the words given to him by the Welsh missionary 
to an Indian folk tune. After being brought up in the 
Sikh religion, Singh converted to Christianity, this 
against the wishes of his family who were so very 
angry that his brother tried to poison him. In 1905 
he was baptized, cutting off his hair and renouncing 
being a Sikh. His mission was to spread Christianity 
within the Indian culture. The result was one of the 
first uniquely Indian Christian hymns.

When we sing this song and think of the powerful 
story behind it, it should cause us to pause and con-
sider what our commitment to follow Jesus really 
means. Luke 9:58 tells of someone who wanted to 
follow Jesus. As we sing verse three, we realize that 

“Nokseng” took Jesus’ warning to heart, that “No 
one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). Jesus also 
said, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s 
will save it’” (Mark 8:34-35).
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In the new year we at St. Mark’s have the opportu-
nity to take part is something special. Bishop Ian 
Douglas will ordain the Rev. Stacey Kohl to the sa-
cred order of priests! Everyone is welcome to attend 
the service, and if you can’t make it, to send your 
prayers and support during this celebration of the 
person God has called Stacey to be.

Some might say that during an ordination, the new 
priest is “set apart” with a new role and a new iden-
tity. Thus, ordination is something like the anoint-
ing of a new monarch – think of the prophet Samu-
el anointing the young David, setting him apart to 
take the throne of Israel from Saul.

While the idea of “setting apart” is fine, a close 
cousin to this description is more apt. Rather than 
being “set apart” for a certain ministry, priests are 
“set within.” Priests are like the wartime correspon-
dent embedded with the platoon in the jungle. 
Priests are not set apart from their congregations, 
but set within them, a member of the community, 
someone you might see at the grocery store, whose 
kids go to the same school as yours.

So what are priests “set within” to do? While some 
of a priest’s duties stray toward the administrative 

or professional, technically any person could do 
them. There are only three actions a priest takes, 
which are the special purview of the priest alone. If 
you want to remember them, just think of your A-B-
Cs. First, priests “Absolve”; that is, they pronounce 
God’s forgiveness to the repentant and proclaim 
God’s grace and love to the redeemed sinner. Sec-
ond, priests “Bless”; that is, they proclaim God’s 
grace and love, sustenance and promise, sometimes 
on things but usually on people. Third, priests 
“Consecrate”; that is, they ask the Holy Spirit to 
imbue something (usually communion bread and 
wine) with the presence of Christ.

Wait a minute, you might say: am I not allowed 
to bless someone? Of course you can. But it is the 
priest’s unique office to do so in the context of the 
life of the gathered Body of Christ, which we call 
the church.

We don’t have an official date yet, but when we do, 
you’ll be the first to know! On that day, the Rev. 
Stacey Kohl will officially take on the priestly part 
of her identity, though you’ll have to wait for the 
following Sunday for her to do the whole A-B-Cs. 
Please join us for this joyous celebration.
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The Lion’s Tale
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
15 Pearl Street
Mystic, CT 06355

First Class Mail

Annual Carol Sing and Potluck Dinner
Sunday, December 10 at 4:30 p.m.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Saturday, December 16 at 10 a.m.

Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17 (Rehearsal at 9 a.m., Pageant during 10 a.m. service)

Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 17 after the 10 a.m. service

A Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 24 (single morning service at 9 a.m.)

Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, December 24

Family service at 4:30 p.m.; “Midnight Mass” at 11 p.m. 
(Prelude at 10:30 p.m.)

Christmas Day Service
Monday, December 25 at 9 a.m.




