
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church – Vestry Meeting Minutes
May 23, 2017

Present: Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Emily Barrett, Jak Cruthers, Allissa Leonard, Judith Roure, Eric 
Bookmiller, Sarah McDermott, Lisa Noonan, Jr. Warden Bruce Vandal, Treasurer Bob Ness, Clerk Barbara Barrett, and Fr. 
Adam Thomas 

Absent: Beth Cloutier, Craig Koehler, Denis O’Brien

The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together, and Ken read the bible passage, John 17:1-11, which 
was followed with the sharing of insights. Minutes: Judith moved and Jak seconded a motion that the minutes be approved 
as presented. All were in favor. Agenda was accepted as presented.

Teams met and reported back as follows:

The Property team met in the Curate’s office and determined that the carpet needs to come up and the space be tested for 
mold. The walls will be painted and LED lighting considered. The furniture will come out this week. A work table will be 
set up in Madeline’s office for the treasurer. Regarding the 150th anniversary projects, Bruce reported that the church has 
been power washed, including the deck and ramp leading to the Memorial Garden. The painter, Javier Santos, will seal the 
deck and ramp. Bruce will check to see if sand paint can be applied over the sealed wood. Carpentry will start soon. Work 
will begin next week on the stained glass windows.

Adam reported that the Ministry team had a good brainstorming session regarding space for the church school classes. We 
need a room for the 5th and 6th grade.

Ken reported that the finances are in good shape. The team discussed the Facility Use form. There are two issues still to be 
determined: should we add a line saying “donations are appreciated”, and should we put a “maximum occupancy” number 
on the form.

Curate update: Stacey has accepted our offer of employment. The Letter of Agreement will be signed on June 10 following 
her ordination to the Diaconate. She will start on July 1st and be here for two years (through Adam’s sabbatical). Her ordi-
nation is on June 10 at 10 am in Meriden at the Commons. Anyone who wishes to come is invited. She will be ordained to 
the Priesthood in December, possibly at St. Mark’s. Adam will make the official announcement on June 11.

Online donation discussion:  Sarah reported that there are businesses that offer a secure site for donations; they receive a 
percentage of each donation. Pay Pal is a possibility, as well as Google (which is free for non-profits.) Sarah and Adam will 
further discuss these possibilities. The site would be set up, for instance, for people who have visited and wish to send a 
donation—not for pledges.

Discussion about interface between services: A brainstorming session about how we might achieve more interaction be-
tween the 8:00 and 10:00 congregations led to the conclusion that most of the interaction opportunities take place outside 
the Sunday morning services. Activities in the areas of fellowship, education, and mission were seen as ways to bring our 
8:00 and 10:00 congregants together.

Old Business: 
Sound System update: This system will be an induction loop with sound going straight to congregants’ hearing aids. We 
have received a gift of thanksgiving of $2,500. which will cover the cost of this system. We need a new microphone; this will 
be purchased using wedding money.

Bibles in the pews: We will be purchasing 42 bibles. There will be two hymnals, three prayer books, and one bible in each 
pew. It was suggested that parishioners have the opportunity to make contributions toward the bibles and have a memorial 
name placed in the bible.

New Directory: Complete. Copies are available at the rear of the church.

The meeting adjourned at 8:32 with the pulse prayer circle.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk


