
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes – April 18, 2017 

Present: Sr. Warden Ken Knott, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Beth Cloutier, Emily Barrett, Jak Cruthers, Allissa 
Leonard, Judith Roure, Eric Bookmiller, Craig Koehler, Sarah McDermott, Lisa Noonan, Jr. Warden Bruce Vandal, 
Clerk Barbara Barrett, and Fr. Adam Thomas  

Absent: Treasurer Bob Ness, Denis O’Brien 

The meeting began at 7:00 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together and Sarah read the bible passage, John 20:19-31, 
which was followed with the sharing of insights. Nick gave his spiritual autobiography. Beth will give her spiritual 
autobiography at the next meeting. 

Minutes: Bruce moved and Emily seconded a motion that the minutes be approved as presented. All were in favor. 

150th anniversary proposed property projects discussion: Ken summarized the events for the celebration, i.e., 
luncheon following the 10 am service, a power point presentation of the history of the church, a sign on the front 
lawn, a banner in the parish hall. Dave Cruthers is coordinating with the Coogan Farm about parishioners working 
together for 150 hours doing a variety of projects at the farm. Mike Meyer would like to collect 150 jars each of 
peanut butter and jelly and 150 juice boxes to donate to the WARM Center. Eric is working on a wooden plaque. 
Several vestry members volunteered to contact local newspapers to try to get some publicity about our 150th 
anniversary events. 

Bruce reported that he received three quotes for painting the church and the education wing. Jeremy Shiman, a local 
painter, will do the job. His bid of $22,000 was the middle of the three quotes. The job will include sanding, 
painting (including trim), and carpentry where needed for rotted wood. The money will come from the Capital 
Campaign Fund. Bruce reported that the Trinity window will be reframed by Cathedral Glass. It will cost $6,000. 
They will take the window off site. Judith also knows of someone who could redo the window. Judith made a 
motion and Nick seconded that we spend up to $30,000 from the Capital Campaign funds to paint the church and 
to do the repairs necessary on the church and to do the reframing of the Trinity window. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Nick suggested we aim to show our 150th anniversary year projects as a package, i.e., the new red doors, newly 
painted church, and the reframed Trinity window. Jak suggested we use April 30th as a kick off date and then in six 
months or so have a celebration and invite everyone to come and see what has been done. We discussed keeping 
our outside church sign lighted. Bruce will ask Jeff Cloutier if he would build a stone planter under the sign which 
would protect the lights and also allow for flowers to be planted under the sign.  

Funding the curate discussion: The vestry packet contained a page explaining how we would fund a curate 
position for 20—25 hours per week. These figures do not include providing health insurance. In 2017 we would use 
a 3% Endowment draw ($13,000). 2018 and 2019 would include a mix of funding from Endowment draw and 
increased pledging. Dan moved and Craig seconded a motion that we re-establish a curate’s position at St. Mark’s 
which we will fund at least through 2019 using a mix of Endowment draw and increased pledging. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Sound system update: Tabled until next meeting. 

Discussion about interface between services: Tabled until next meeting. 

Other: Adam said that there were 243 people in church on Easter Sunday—92 at the 8 am service and 151 at the 10 
am service. Barbara announced that there would be a work party on the gardens this coming Saturday, in 
preparation for our 150th anniversary celebration. 

Upcoming Events: Chocolate Sunday (4/23); ECCT Southeast Region Convocation (4/29); 150th Anniversary 
Celebration (4/30); Bread for the World Offering of Letters (5/7) 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 with the pulse prayer circle. 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk 


