
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting Minutes

January 24, 2016
Present: Vestry members Ken Knott, Connie Readett, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Beth Cloutier, Brad Wydler, Emily 
Barrett, Susan Kietzman, Jak Cruthers, Pam Montgomery, Allissa Leonard, Barbara Barrett; Father Adam Thomas 
and Bishop Laura Ahrens; Parishioners Eric and Sarah Bookmiller
Absent: Judith Roure, Lilli Rebich, Denis O’Brien, Bob Ness
The meeting began at 6:30 pm. We read the Vestry Prayer together and Emily read the bible passage from Matthew 
which was followed by a short time of reflection. Minutes from December 13, 2016 and January 17, 2017 were 
approved as presented. A later correction was made in the 1/17 minutes changing “Vestry (4-year terms)” to “Vestry 
(3-year terms).” Agenda was reviewed. Dan would like to re-visit the issue of double signatures required on checks. 
Adam said to remind him about that issue; he would prefer to discuss it when Treasurer Bob Ness is present. Agenda 
was accepted as presented.
Time with Bishop Laura: The Vestry spent the next hour in conversation with Bishop Laura about the challenges 
and blessings of being a follower of Jesus in today’s world, favorite bible stories, and ways of participating in God’s 
mission outside our church building.
Budget Discussion: No changes were made in the proposed budget. The income supporting the Haiti partner-
ship mission line item is included in the pledges line item. Adam reported that two additional donors to the lunch 
program, Tim Evers and Niel Spillane, had agreed that their contributions could be used for teachers’ salaries, as the 
lunch program is fully funded. Ken moved and Dan seconded a motion to approve the proposed budget as present-
ed. The budget motion passed unanimously. The approved budget will be presented to the parish at the Parish Meet-
ing on January 29. The Finance Team consists of Chris Barnes, Bob Ness, Deb Adam, and Allissa Leonard. Adam 
expressed thanks to the Finance Team and especially to Chris Barnes.
By-laws update: (1) Adam reported that the wording of the proposed by-law change regarding the Nominating 
Committee shall be “at least two of those elected to the Nominating Committee shall be entering their final year of 
their Vestry term.” (2) Regarding the current text which reads, “Election of Delegates and Alternates to the Seabury 
Deanery,” the provisional proposed text shall read, “Election of Pre-Positioned Representatives to Southeast Region 
(provisional).” This proposal has been made in anticipation of an emerging Region polity, which may include elected 
parish representation.
Nominating Committee Update: Nominations are as follows: Sr. Warden—Ken Knott, Jr. Warden—Bruce Vandal, 
Treasurer—Bob Ness, Clerk—Barbara Barrett, Vestry (1 year to complete Ken’s term)—Allissa Leonard, Vestry (3-
year terms)—Eric Bookmiller, Sarah McDermott, Craig Koehler, Lisa Noonan. Convention Delegates—Dan Tom-
kins and Beverly Olsen; Convention Alternates—Sandi Eddy and Ernest Adams, Pre-positioned Region Representa-
tives—Sandi Eddy and Ernest Adams, Nominating Committee—Connie Readett, Brad Wydler, and Emily Barrett
Vestry Retreat Planning: The vestry retreat will be held on Saturday, February 11, 9 a.m.—2 p.m. at the home of 
Beth Cloutier. The retreat is our February vestry meeting. We will review goals and make new goals and consider our 
portfolio as vestry members.
Connie said that we need nursery volunteers.
Adam said that the choir is interested in removing two pews where they sit and using chairs in order to make more 
room for instruments. The Vestry suggested that an option would be to modify what is already there. Eric and others 
will look at the space with the choir and decide what to do.
Adam is expecting some cognitive dissonance at the Parish Meeting when parishioners hear that we are replacing the 
church doors (which are warped beyond repair). People interested in preserving the old doors can talk with Susan 
who will be forming a team to figure out how to honor the old doors.
The meeting ended at 8:35 with the pulse prayer circle.
Respectfully submitted, Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk


