
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2016 
 

Present: Ken Knott, Connie Readett, Nicholas Bolt, Judith Roure, Dan Hall, Beth Cloutier, Emily 
Barrett, Bob Ness, Pam Montgomery, Barbara Barrett, Fr. Adam Thomas. 
 
Absent: Brad Wydler, Lilli Rebich, Susan Kietzman, Denis O’Brien, Jak Cruthers, Allissa Leonard 
 
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm. We met in Adam’s office to take advantage of air conditioning. We 
read “A Vestry Prayer” together, and Emily read the bible passage from Luke. We continued the 
practice of discussing the bible passage in pairs and then shared insights with the whole group. 
Judith gave her spiritual autobiography. 
 
The June minutes were approved as presented following a motion made by Ken and seconded by 
Judith. (There was no Vestry meeting in July.) 
 
The agenda was approved after deleting “Adam’s vacation: July 18—Aug 7.” 
 
The Vestry met as a full group rather than breaking into teams. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Bob Ness gave a brief overview of the budget to date. Music is over budget by 
$545.24; Adam will ask David Tubbs about that. The audit will be done within the next two weeks. 
The additional report entitled “Other Current Liabilities” needs a new title as this one is confusing. 
The items listed there refer to money that we have in our checking account but which do not show 
on the budget. It is unclear why the Memorial Garden Fund amount and the Operating Reserve 
amount are enclosed in parentheses. The Vestry thanked Bob for his work as treasurer. 
 
Property Report: Adam reported that the church ceiling fans are fixed as of today. Two members of 
Angie Robinson’s family went up and unwound a balloon string which had been wound around one 
of the fans since last balloon Sunday. The TLC campaign is concentrating on fewer and larger 
projects this year. There is a sign-up sheet posted in the undercroft to help with the projects. The 
campaign will run through October.  Susan and Ted Kietzman and Rick Kurrus (a summer 
parishioner) are working on getting the red front doors to the church restored, or if that is not 
possible, making new doors. They are checking with the Historical Society. There are donors willing 
to pay for this project. If we need new doors, making that decision will come to the Vestry. The 
library project is coming along. Yesterday the walls were being painted, and Dan Dinovelli will clean 
and wax the floor tomorrow. The mold is gone. Stacey (our intern in charge of the library project) 
used special paint on the bookshelves to prevent mold from reoccurring. The rug will be cleaned 
before being returned to the room. The next room with mold issues to be tackled is the Treasurer’s 
office. Jak Cruthers has begun refurbishing the undercroft bathroom. It will have a nautical theme. 
Barbara was given kudos by the Vestry for heading up the on-going effort to keep our gardens 
looking nice. The Playgroup Board painted one of the playgroup rooms. Nick asked about the 
reliability of our internet. Adam said that when the power goes out, something happens with our 
wiring. Technicians have had to come to fix the problem three times. Adam will address this. 
 
Fall Overview:  



Program--Connie and Adam met to discuss our youth groups. We need curricula that are tried and 
true, such as “Rite 13” (middle school) and “Journey to Adulthood” (high school). There is a 
pressing need for new leadership in the middle school group (God Squad). We will need an 
additional Godly Play class next year.  We need more story tellers. Adam has ordered 50 T-shirts 
(made in Haiti) for the youth groups. Adult Forum will continue as usual. Confirmation classes will 
start on Balloon Sunday as Adam just learned that Bishop Ahrens will be visiting on December 4. 
Twelve people will be confirmed and 7-10 will be received. 
 
Stewardship—We will be using a new approach this year. First, vestry members will be asked to 
make their pledges before the campaign starts. This will kick off the campaign. Then on the first 
weekend of October, on Friday and Saturday night, adults in the parish will have been invited to 
attend/host a “supper with seven.” These are designed for eating and conversation and fun, not 
stewardship talk. Everyone will go home with a stewardship packet in hand. Adam and Nick will get 
together to think about a design for the packet. We hope to engage some of our young people as 
babysitters. There will be a picnic for young families for whom the dinners are not practical. A 
stewardship letter targeting different generations will be sent out as a follow-up. Pledges will be 
brought to church on the fourth Sunday in October. Regarding support for our partnership with 
Haiti, there will be, on the pledge card, one line for one’s regular pledge amount and one line saying 
“I will support (x) number of children in the Haiti lunch program.” We will continue to fund the 
teachers’ salaries. The Haiti budget will be in the church budget this year. 
 
Mission Statement: Our new mission statement is something we say every Sunday –the post 
communion prayer and the dismissal. In them we are sent into the world in peace to love and serve 
the Lord. We will hear more about this on Balloon Sunday. 
 
Brad and Adam are going to an event at United Way to explore what might be a good use for our 
mission money. 
 
Upcoming Events:  Balloon Sunday, Godly Play, and Confirmation, September 11. God Squad and 
forum, September 18. Three weddings coming up. Safe church training here in October. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm with the pulse prayer circle. 
 
Next meeting: September 20, 2016 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk 
 
  


