
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

June 21, 2016 
 

Present: Susan Kietzman, Ken Knott, Connie Readett, Denis O’Brien, Jak Cruthers, Allissa Leonard, 
Judith Roure, Dan Hall, Beth Cloutier, Emily Barrett, Bob Ness, Pam Montgomery, Barbara Barrett, 
Fr. Adam Thomas. 
Present for the Endowment Presentation and Discussion: Chris Barnes 
 
Absent: Brad Wydler, Nicholas Bolt, Lilli Rebich 
 
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm. We read “A Vestry Prayer” together, and Emily read the bible 
passage from Luke which we will hear this Sunday. Rather than reflect as a whole group, we 
discussed the bible passage in pairs and then shared insights with the whole group. Connie gave her 
spiritual autobiography. Judith volunteered to give her spiritual autobiography at the August 
meeting. 
 
The May minutes were approved as presented. 
 
The agenda was approved after changing the words “Garden Club’ to Gardening Club.” 
 
Judith raised the issue of refurbishing the organ. Adam will consult with the Finance Committee to 
see if there is money to rehab the organ. There may be money in capital funds. 
 
Jak plans to begin the bathroom renovation in July. 
 
Barbara reported that the library project is going well. It is a long process of inspecting each book 
and discerning its fate. In the end we will have a clean and user-friendly library. Judith mentioned a 
children’s librarian in Pomfret who would be a good resource if needed. 
 
The three teams met and reported back as follows: 
 
Property: Susan reported that Jeff Cloutier would like to kick off a TLC campaign for August, 
September, and October. He is thinking of medium sized jobs. Jeff will come to the Vestry meeting 
in August or will send a report. Adam reported that the new plum trees have been planted to replace 
the ones that were dying but that the memorial plaques have disappeared. Mon Dickenson does not 
know where they are. 
 
Admin/Finance: Bob Ness will report on infund activities on a quarterly basis. An audit is 
scheduled for August with Donna Corey; she will put us on her schedule for every August from now 
on. There was discussion regarding the term “Other Current Liabilities” on the Statement of Cash 
Flow. These are funds in our bank account that are not part of the operating fund. The Finance 
Team will take a look at that language. 
 
Ministry: Adam sent an e-mail to Fr. Sonley today to get an updated estimate of food costs for the 
lunch program at St. Luc’s School. He has ordered 50 youth group T-shirts from a company in Port-
au-Prince. The goal of the engagement team is to have their work done before the stewardship 



campaign. A group from the diocese of which Adam is a part is putting together retreat plans for a 
teenage version of Cursillo called “Happening.” This will take place next April. 
 
Endowment Policies Discussion and Vote: Chris Barnes led this discussion. Judith referenced 
lines 140 and 141 in the report. She is against having our money invested in foreign accounts, 
particularly in Russia, China, and Japan as she feels that would be putting our money at jeopardy in 
the future. Chris has discussed this concern with parishioners in the investment business field who 
feel that foreign investment is not considered imprudent and would be nearly impossible to avoid. 
When the committee is set up to decide where to invest our money, they will consider, for instance, 
Donations and Bequests, which invests funds for the Episcopal Church and which does include 
international investments. Dan made a motion to approve the Endowment Policy as presented. Jak seconded the 
motion.  
 
Discussion involved consideration of putting language into the document restricting investment in 
three countries or, as an alternative, making this concern known to the committee and trusting their 
judgment in the matter. Judith introduced an amendment to restrict funds from going to Russia, 
China, or Japan. There was no second to the amendment, and therefore it was not entertained. The 
Motion passed with eleven yesses and one abstention. A committee will be appointed by the Vestry 
and will report to the Vestry periodically, as the ultimate responsibility for managing the fund resides 
with the Vestry. 
 
St. Mark’s Gardening Club: Barbara spoke about the idea of forming a gardening club to keep our 
various gardens looking nice during the summer. The goal is that people who are interested will 
adopt a particular spot and commit to taking care of it throughout the summer. Barbara will write an 
article for the e-Tale and will talk with Niel Spillane about drawing up a site plan. 
 
Upcoming Events: Adam will be on vacation from July 18—August 7. Supply priests are very hard 
to find. Joan Phelps will be with us for the first two Sundays, and if we cannot find a supply priest, 
Stacey will lead Morning Prayer and preach on the third Sunday. John Kennedy is on call for 
pastoral care. 
 
Floating an idea: 2017 is the 150th anniversary of St. Mark’s building. We mentioned inviting the 
community to tour the church building, having docents in period clothing, and partnering with the 
Seaport. 
 
Denis expressed appreciation for Adam’s message in the e-tail following the shooting and deaths in 
Orlando. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 with the Pulse Prayer Circle. 
 
No July meeting. Next meeting August 16th, 7 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk 


