
orum ourthe

What makes a parable something more than just a story?
The parables of Jesus are some of the most well-known of his sayings, yet their fame can actually make them harder 
to encounter. If we know what they are supposed to say and how we are supposed to interpret them, they lose much 
of their power. In this four-week class, we will re-examine our assumptions about parables and look at how they differ 
across the accounts of the Gospel.

SEPTEMBER 18 • 25 • OCTOBER 2 • 9

parables

A aerial view of the first 400 years of Christianity
The first couple centuries of Christianity were ones of great tumult and even greater growth. In this three-week 
series, we will take a 30,000 foot view of some of the important events and people from those early days, from Paul’s 
missionary journeys through persections and church councils all the way to the fall of the Roman Empire. Many 
modern church commentators have compared the current state of the church to that of the early church. We’ll explore 
why this may or may not be.

OCTOBER 30 • NOVEMBER 6 • 13

The Early Church

A time to breathe deeply, slow down, and pray our way toward Christmas
The season of Advent is the Church’s countercultural response to the hustle and bustle of the commercial season. But 
Advent invites us to slow down and pay attention for the subtle presence of God in the world, even as we await the 
return of Christ. In the first week of this series, we will read, pray, and examine prayers for Advent. Then in the second 
week, we will write our own prayers of hope and expectation.

DECEMBER 11 • 18

advent prayers

Nearly every Sunday morning at 9 a.m in the Undercroft of St. Mark’s Church

DECEMBER 4 • Bishop’s Visit • Single Service at 9am • Question Time to Follow

Hear what happened at the Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut
The annual convention will have happened the weekend prior and our delegates and clergy will have much to report. 
Come with your questions about our collective life as Episcopalians in Connecticut.

NOVEMBER 27

Convention Report
NOVEMBER 20 • No Forum due to Diocesan Convention and the Christmas Bazaar

OCTOBER 23 • No Forum in lieu of Stewardship Celebration

Stacey Kohl offers a teaching on the recent holy days of our Jewish brothers and sisters
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, two of the holiest days in the Jewish calendar fall just before this forum. Our resident 
Hebrew Scriptures scholar, Stacey Kohl, will give us some insights into these High Holy Days.

OCTOBER 16

The High Holy Days


