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By the time you read this issue of The Lion’s Tale, you will have seen the 
school bus drive by ready to pick up groggy children not quite adjusted 
to the fact that school unfairly starts in the morning. Perhaps your own 
children have demonstrated this with overzealous use of the snooze but-
ton or purposeful hiding of their own shoes so they’ll be late for the bus 
and you’ll have to drive them.

In any case, a new school year means a new program year at St. Mark’s, 
and we have quite a lot to be excited about – no need for the snooze but-
ton here! The rest of this issue highlights many of the new ministries and 
tweaks to existing ones, so I won’t go into them in too much detail here. 
(See the next page for a rundown of start dates at a glance.) Suffice to say, 
I can’t wait to share in these ministries with you.

A word about the front cover: the picture was a selfie I took with some of 
the students at St. Luc’s School in Haiti last December. I cut myself out 
of it for the cover because I didn’t fit, and you know what I look like any-
ways. As our own children head back to school, please keep the students, 
teachers, and administrators of St. Luc in your prayers See if you can spot 
the iconic orange gingham of their uniforms later in this issue too!

***

Last spring, Lion’s Tale editor Bev Olsen and I sat down to plan the 2016-
2017 issues. Now that the newsletter has transformed into a seasonal 
magazine, Bev had the great idea to assign themes to each issue. The 
theme of this issue is “parables.” It doesn’t shine through as clearly as 
later themes will, which are combined with their season, because the first 
issue of the year has a lot of housekeeping and announcements in it. But 
you’ll notice the Good Shepherd crop up in David Tubbs’s article, and 
you can read about parables below in mine.

While the theme of parables isn’t as loud as we hoped in this issue, it 
lent a hand to something bigger! Not only is the Godly Play program 
discovering the parable stories this fall, but the adult Forum Hour is also 
exploring parables in depth over the first four weeks of its curriculum. 
Indeed, the parables class was a direct outgrowth of preparing for this is-
sue of the Tale.

***

A “Back to School” issue is a great time to talk about parables because 
they are the most innovative way Jesus teaches in the Gospel. His disciples 
and other followers essentially “go to school” by way of Jesus’ parables. 
Jesus was a great storyteller, who managed to deepen both his followers’ 
faith and their questions with his tales. I know it sounds antithetical for 
the same thing to bolster both faith and questioning, but it is not. The 
parables are simple and deep; they invite you to float on their surface for 
a time, savoring the story for what it is. And then to dive deeply past the 
surface and swim around in layers of meaning.

Parables and Orange Gingham
A Few Thoughts for the New School Year

by the Rev. Adam Thomas



Some parables are a single sentence long. Others are sev-
eral paragraphs. But they all share a few elements.

Everyday Quality

Jesus had an uncanny ability to take ordinary, everyday 
things and explode them with new meaning. You can 
imagine Jesus walking by a mustard tree and seeing a 
bird land in its gnarled branches, and then launching 
into his parable about the kingdom of God. There’s a 
reason why his parables involve farming and ranching 
and cooking and attending weddings. These were normal 
daily activities. And Jesus uses them to establish a place 
of connection with his hearers.

Fostering Reflection

Parables resist a single “correct” interpretation. I person-
ally am not a fan of the “explanations” that the Gospel 
writers have Jesus give concerning a couple of his par-
ables. Why just those few and not all of them? It seems 
reasonable to me that Jesus encouraged his followers to 
delve into the meaning of his words rather than be hand-
delivered the “right answer.” The best way to encounter 
a parable is to let it sink in and start working on you, 
rather than you working on it. The goal of parables is to 
foster reflection, not answer a direct question.

Depth of Meaning

Parables are a type of extended metaphor. They elucidate 
one concept by talking about another. The concepts Je-
sus engages – heaven, prayer, love, trust, service, to name 
but a few – are great big concepts. In school, they’d be 
essay questions, not multiple choice. Parables allow us 
to encounter these concepts at the level at which we feel 
comfortable. The next time we encounter them, perhaps 
we will go deeper.

As a student of game design (one of my hobbies), I am 
fascinated by the tool one of my favorite game design-
ers employs, which he calls “lenticular” design. (The 
word comes from holograms that show one image when 
viewed one way and another when viewed a second way.) 
Lenticular design attempts to create games elements in 
such a way so they are accessible to new players, and at 
the same time satisfy the desire for strategic complexity 
of veteran players.

Jesus’ parables use this tool perfectly. The parables are 
lenticular in that they speak to new followers and long-
time followers alike, but it different ways. If you want to 
learn more, come to the Forum Hour starting September 
18th at 9 a.m. in the Undercroft.

THE START OF THE PROGRAM YEAR

AT A GLANCE
Nursery Care Continues

Every Sunday from 9 – 11:30 a.m.
Nursery care includes time for parents 
to attend the forum or choir rehearsal

Genesis to Revelation
Sept. 8th at 8:15 a.m.

Reading the whole Bible returns
New participants welcome

Choir Rehearsal
Sept. 8th at 7 p.m.

Welcoming members new and old
Weekly rehearsals on Thursday and Sunday

Balloon Sunday
Sept. 11th

Celebratory Breakfast at 9 a.m.
Sign-ups for ministries

Godly Play
Sept. 11th at 10 a.m.

Pre-K through 4th grade program
meets in the education wing

Confirmation Class
Sept. 11th, 11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m.

For 9th and 10th graders
Meet in the Undercroft

Theology Sandwiched In
Sept. 14th at 12 p.m.

Book Group reading To Kill a Mockingbird
All are welcome to attend in the Undercroft

God Squad: Rite-13
Sept. 18th at 9 a.m.

Middle school youth program
New curriculum beginning this year

Meets in the education wing

Forum Hour
Sept. 18th at 9 a.m.

See schedule later in this issue
All are welcome to attend in the Undercroft



New Curriculum Coming 
to Saint Mark’s!

The exciting industry standard program of youth 
formation arrives for middle schoolers in September 

and for high schoolers at the beginning of 2017.

Rite-13
This fall the God Squad youth group will be starting a new curriculum called J2A, or Journey to Adult-
hood. God Squad, grades 6-8, will be exploring the first part of this series called Rite-13. Rite-13 assists 
young people as they begin to take the first steps of independence from their families toward their own 
lives.  We will devote time to the great stories of Holy Scriptures and their relevance to today. We will 
discuss prayer and the ways we find a relationship with God, and we will discuss the role of possessions 
in our lives. As with all of our Christian education at St. Marks, activities are geared toward building this 
community, establishing trust and safety, reminding young people again that they have the support of 
their church family while they enter this new phase of their lives. 

Journey to Adulthood
At the start of 2017, M.I.X. will be joining in the second part of the program Journey to Adulthood, 
which is (confusingly) called Journey to Adulthood. This two-year program offers our youth and our 
adult leaders an opportunity to go on both a spiritual journey and a travel-related journey in the form 
of an actual pilgrimage, at the end of the second year. Journey to Adulthood takes seriously the move-
ment that our teens are making through adolescence and leverages the intergenerational and spiritual 
capital of adults in the church to guide them along their paths.

We still plan to be actively involved in the TLC projects at the church. For example, the exterior of the 
apartment still needs to be primed and painted. We also hope to be able to start preparing and serving 
lunches for the WARM Center. Last, but not least, Father Adam has ordered our t-shirts and they will be 
available on Balloon Sunday (September 11th). We are looking forward to seeing everyone very soon!

Confirmation Class
Why the start of 2017? Well, for the fall of 2016 most of our M.I.X. teens will be engaged in confirma-
tion class to be in time for the bishop’s visit in December. Open to 9th and 10th graders, the confir-
mation class is led by Fr. Adam in partnership with 
many adult mentors, who attend the class along with 
the teens. Classes begin Balloon Sunday, September 
11th from 11:45–1:00 and include lunch. They run 
throughout the fall. If your teen is not signed up 
yet, but would like to attend confirmation class, 
please email Fr. Adam at rector@stmarksmystic.org.

DOGs Q UA D Middle School Youth Group

made    christHigh School Youth Group



Godly Play Children’s Program
At St. Mark’s, our children’s Christian education program is based on a cur-
riculum called Godly Play. Godly Play is a Montessori-inspired approach to tell-
ing Bible stories using three-dimensional materials where children are invited to 
wonder and respond to the Bible stories in a non-judgmental environment. The 
goal of Godly Play is to help children use religious language to know God. Our 
Godly Play classes cater to children in pre-school (able to sit through a story) 
through 4th grade. We have two main Godly Play educators who have been 
Safe Church trained. Within St. Mark’s congregation there are other certified 
Godly Play storytellers who sometimes tell stories to the class.

Godly Play for the Fall of 2016 will start with the story of the circle of the 
church year, to give a basic overview of the different seasons during the church 
year and find out what the significance of the colors we see on the altar and 
clergy. For the remainder of 2016 we will work with parable stories, talk a little 
bit about some of the saints and then during Advent prepare for the great mys-
tery of Christ.

Godly Play can be a meaningful experience and we encourage parents or other 
adults to consider volunteering to be door people and listen to the stories that 
we share with St. Mark’s children. We are always grateful for help with story-
telling, door people, and feast providers. If you are interested in helping, please 
let Gretchen Barnes, Mike Meyer, or Father Adam know.

Godly Play returns Sunday, September 11th at 10 a.m.

Annual CROP Hunger Walk
October 16th at 1:30 p.m. (Registration at 1 p.m.)

Our church and the other l5 member churches of the Mystic Area Ecumeni-
cal Council (MAEC) are again this year sponsoring the Annual Crop Walk, 
the 39th. Twenty-five percent of the money raised remains in our own com-
munity and is distributed through Care & Share. The Church World Service, 
an organization celebrating its 70th year, distributes the remaining funds to 
relieve world hunger for the unemployed and underemployed in our country 
and for the millions of refugees fleeing poverty in the near east and Africa.  

The walk will be on Sunday, October l6th with registration at 1:00pm, fol-
lowed by a short program and kick-off at 1:30pm. Starting at St. Mark’s 

and proceeding along Route 215 to the Noank Baptist Church and back, the walk is 
a total of 6 miles (10 kilometers). Last year about 75 people participated and dona-
tions totaled $10,000.

You can support the good work of the Crop Walk in 2 ways: sign up to walk on Octo-
ber 16th and/or pledge a donation to one or more of the walkers. To join our church 
members in this year’s walk contact our parish secretary for a registration form and 
other helpful promotion materials or speak to Julia Porter, this year’s chairperson. 
If you get donations on of $150 or more, you will receive a t-shirt. If you sign up 10 
walkers on-line, you will receive a cap.

crophungerwalk.org/______________ Printed with soy ink on recycled paper
PR 1674

Walk. Give. Change the world. 
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As St. Mark’s starts the ninth year of partnering 
with St. Luc’s school, we are grateful to all those 
who have helped in various ways to provide the 
teachers’ monthly salaries beginning in 2008 
to the present. This has been possible through 
fundraisers, grants and personal financial 
giving.  Some of us who have been extremely 
fortunate to reavel to Haiti and experienced the 
poverty of the country alongside the beautiful 
smiles and amazing faith of the people who 
have so little. We have been truly blessed.

The school has close to 300 students from pre-K through 6th grade, and they plan to begin 7th grade this 
year! St. Mark’s parishioners have visited the school four times. We have built classroom benches/desks, led 
a teachers’ workshop, and hand carried nine large duffel bags full of school supplies, i.e., books, math aids, 
and pencils, to St. Luc’s. We also were able to bring Fr. Delicat, the priest in charge at the time, to visit with 
us for several days in 2011. 

This past December, Fr. Adam and Tim Evers visited the school to meet with the director, teachers and the 
new priest in charge Fr. Sonely Joseph. They discussed our partnership and the various ways we might sup-
port the school and its children. One of the priorities that the teachers believe is important is finding a way 
to provide a lunch program for the students. Many of the kids come to school without having had a meal 
that day. It is extremely difficult to concentrate on learning when a child is hungry. The unemployment rate 
is 75% in Haiti, and many families can only afford one meal per day.

This coming fall, St. Mark’s will be expanding our partnership by giving every member of the parish, includ-
ing our children, a wonderful opportunity to be part of providing a lunch program for all the students at St. 
Luc’s school. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring lunch for a student(s) for this coming school year. The 
cost of this program will be under $8,000.00 for all 300 children for the school year or approximately $25.00 
per student. The basic daily lunch will be rice and beans.

On behalf of the partnership between St. Mark’s and St. Luc’s school, thank you for your support for this 
important ongoing mission through your prayers and actions. God Bless the teachers and students at St. 
Luc’s school and our partnership with them.

St. Mark’s, Mystic

St. Luc’s, Mercery

Article by Doug Barrett, Haiti Committee Chair 

Tim Evers and Fr. Adam pose with the teachers of St. Luc’s School last December.



The Important Ministry of Pastoral Care
by John Kennedy

As most of you have observed, at the conclusion of 
each Sunday service several members of the congre-
gation come forward to the chancel where Adam 
distributes a small container, called a pyx, contain-
ing consecrated bread, to Eucharistic Visitors and 
leads the congregation in a “sending forth” prayer. 
Pam Allen, Ernest Adams, Angie Robinson, Bob 
Cushman, Susan Kietzman, Alison Ives, Grace Van-
dal and myself currently are authorized to perform 
this service wherein we take communion to homes, 
hospitals and rehab facilities. Those we visit include 
parishioners who are unable to attend church due to 
infirmity, mobility or for a number of other reasons. 

We use a service called “Communion Under Special 
Circumstances” that is found in the Prayer Book on 
page 396. In addition to the communion service, we 
bring along a copy of Adam’s sermon that he dili-
gently prepares for us each Sunday. An important 
part of each visit is a conversation following the 
service that can include a wide range of topics from 
church-related to personal matters and many oth-
ers. We let the person we visit lead the way in these 
conversations. 

Another element of pastoral care is to provide trans-
portation to church, to doctor’s appointments and 

for many other reasons. We are working to formalize 
this “ride” program,” and are always seeking volun-
teers who are willing to assist in this way (see box).

The Prayer Chain, containing the names of those 
for whom daily prayers are requested that includes 
parishioners and others in need, has continued for 
many years under the careful guidance of Janice 
Munro. Cards are maintained in each pew that can 
be placed in the offering plate for requests for those 
to be included in the Payer Chain.

Of course, the leader of all that is done regard-
ing pastoral care at St. Mark’s is our rector, Adam 
Thomas. Adam came to us with pastoral care as a 
high priority in his ministry and that certainly has 
been realized. Adam makes frequent visits to every 
parishioner who is unable to attend church on a 
regular basis and is always there when medical or 
other distress is present. He holds periodic meetings 
of the Eucharistic Visitors where we discreetly share 
our visit experiences and benefit from his guidance 
in this ministry.

We are always eager to have additional parishioners 
join those of us who perform the pastoral care min-
istry and if you would like to be involved, please con-
tact Adam, who will give you further information.

Ride Program Revs Up
Parishioner and member of the vestry Dan Hall is now organizing our riders 
and drivers. Beginning with rides to church and hopefully expanding to rides 
to doctors’ appointments and the like, the St. Mark’s Ride Program aims to 
help seniors who are unable to drive. If you’d like a ride OR if you’d like to 
sign-up to be on the driver list, please call Dan at (860) 536-8664. You can 
commit to driving as your schedule permits. Thank you for considering this 
important ministry.

Still Collecting Info For New Parish Directory
Please help out by providing your up-to-date contact information

Please navigate your web browser to http://tinyurl.com/SMM-directory in order to fill out the info 
survey. You can also fill it out on Sunday morning at church. In addition to the information, we hope 
you will send in your favorite picture of yourself or your family to use in the directory. You can email 
your pictures to the following address: directory@stmarksmystic.org or you can bring in a picture to be 
scanned, or we’ll take one here at the church.



It’s hard to believe that, by 
the time most of you are 
reading this article, my year 
as Ministry Intern at St. 
Mark’s will have come to an 
end. It has been an incred-

ible year filled with new experiences and new friends 
for which I am immeasurably grateful. 

From my first Sunday I have known this was a spe-
cial place, filled with warm smiles, generous hugs, 
and open hearts. As the weeks and months have 
passed I have discovered it is also a place of deep 
faith and great wisdom. From my first few weeks 
of barely concealed confusion serving at the altar 
to a few weeks ago when, in Adam’s absence, I had 
the great pleasure of leading the church in Morn-
ing Prayer on Sunday morning, I have learned and 
grown so much.

I have sat and chatted with the ladies of the quilting 
group and learned about the incredible “behind-
the-scenes” work of the Altar Guild members. I have 
played Pass the Pigs with God Squad, laughed with 
the students of M.I.X in the library, and grabbed my 
carpet square and taken my place in the circle for 
the day’s story in Godly Play. I have led a series of 
Forums on the Hebrew Bible and had the incredible 
honor of preaching on several occasions.

There are many moments I will treasure over the 
coming years but perhaps my favorite is serving 
at the altar and looking out at the gathered com-
munity of St. Mark’s and being greeted by so many 
smiling faces. 

Many of you have asked “what’s next” for me. First 
off, let me assure you neither Zach nor I are going 
anywhere! While my formal internship has ended, 

we both have found a community we love and will 
continue to be faithful parishioners at St. Mark’s.

In terms of my process towards ordination, I am 
moving into my second year of postulancy (a fancy 
word for a designation within the ordination pro-
cess) and will begin my final year of studies at Yale 
Divinity School in September. I will also be engaging 
in another internship over the course of the academ-
ic year, this time with the Chaplaincy Department at 
L&M Hospital in New London. I’m looking forward 
to this next phase of my formation and grateful to 
have the loving community of St. Mark’s “behind 
me” as I move forward in the process.

Before I bid you farewell as your Ministry Intern, I 
would be remiss if I did not extend a special thanks 
to the members of my St. Mark’s Formation Group. 
This group, which included Angie Robinson, Ken 
Knott, Dan Hall, Maggie Gilbert, Margot Albin, and 
Sandi Eddy, met with me regularly over the last year, 
in particular after each sermon I preached. I am so 
grateful to each of you. Thank you for your open 
and honest feedback, your encouragement, and your 
thought-provoking questions. 

I would also be remiss if I did not extend my grati-
tude to Fr. Adam for his guidance and direction 
over the last year. His patience, humor, wisdom and, 
perhaps most of all, willingness to be constantly fol-
lowed around by a tiny shadow for the last year have 
been and will continue to be a tremendous blessing 
as I continue along the path towards ordination.

Finally, thank you to each of you, the community 
of St. Mark’s, for welcoming me into your family 
and allowing me the space to experiment, learn, and 
grow over the last year.  I am confident that I will be 
a better priest because of you.

A Look Back Over the Last Year
By Stacey Kohl, Soon-to-be Former Ministry Intern
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What makes a parable something more than just a story?
The parables of Jesus are some of the most well-known of his sayings, yet their fame can actually make them harder 
to encounter. If we know what they are supposed to say and how we are supposed to interpret them, they lose much 
of their power. In this four-week class, we will re-examine our assumptions about parables and look at how they differ 
across the accounts of the Gospel.

SEPTEMBER 18 • 25 • OCTOBER 2 • 9

parables

A aerial view of the first 400 years of Christianity
The first couple centuries of Christianity were ones of great tumult and even greater growth. In this three-week 
series, we will take a 30,000 foot view of some of the important events and people from those early days, from Paul’s 
missionary journeys through persections and church councils all the way to the fall of the Roman Empire. Many 
modern church commentators have compared the current state of the church to that of the early church. We’ll explore 
why this may or may not be.

OCTOBER 30 • NOVEMBER 6 • 13

The Early Church

A time to breathe deeply, slow down, and pray our way toward Christmas
The season of Advent is the Church’s countercultural response to the hustle and bustle of the commercial season. But 
Advent invites us to slow down and pay attention for the subtle presence of God in the world, even as we await the 
return of Christ. In the first week of this series, we will read, pray, and examine prayers for Advent. Then in the second 
week, we will write our own prayers of hope and expectation.

DECEMBER 11 • 18

advent prayers

Nearly every Sunday morning at 9 a.m in the Undercroft of St. Mark’s Church

DECEMBER 4 • Bishop’s Visit • Single Service at 9am • Question Time to Follow

Hear what happened at the Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut
The annual convention will have happened the weekend prior and our delegates and clergy will have much to report. 
Come with your questions about our collective life as Episcopalians in Connecticut.

NOVEMBER 27

Convention Report
NOVEMBER 20 • No Forum due to Diocesan Convention and the Christmas Bazaar

OCTOBER 23 • No Forum in lieu of Stewardship Celebration

Stacey Kohl offers a teaching on the recent holy days of our Jewish brothers and sisters
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, two of the holiest days in the Jewish calendar fall just before this forum. Our resident 
Hebrew Scriptures scholar, Stacey Kohl, will give us some insights into these High Holy Days.

OCTOBER 16

The High Holy Days



“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
by David Tubbs, Director of Music

On Christmas Eve, 1876, as 
the story goes, Ira D. San-
key, a musician who wrote 
many well-known hymns 
and led music for many of 
Dwight L. Moody’s cru-

sades, was a passenger on a steamboat travelling up 
the Delaware River. It was a calm night on the river, 
and the passengers were gathered together on deck 
enjoying the starlight, each cut off from their loved 
ones on this special holiday. 

Someone was heard saying, “Mr. Sankey is aboard!” 
Then others asked Sankey to sing for them. He 
stood up, but waited a moment to decide what to 
sing. He seemed to want to sing a Christmas song, 
but “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, which is not a 
Christmas hymn, came to mind instead:

“Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need thy tender care.

In thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use thy folds prepare.”

The passengers’ hearts were stirred as they listened 
intently to the prayerful words and the beautiful 
melody floating out into the stillness of the night.  
After the song was finished, a rough-looking man 
came over to Sankey and said, “Did you ever serve in 
the Union Army?” 

“Yes,” answered Sankey. “In the spring of 1860.” 

“Can you remember if you were doing picket duty 
on a bright moonlight night in 1862?” 

“Yes, I do,” answered the surprised Sankey. 

“I did, too, but I was serving in the Confederate 
Army. When I saw you standing at your post, I said 
to myself, ‘That fellow will never get away from here 
alive.’ I raised my musket and took aim. I was com-
pletely hidden in the shadow, while you were in the 
full light of the moon. 

“At that instant, you raised your eyes to heaven and 
began to sing—just as a moment ago. The music 
reached my heart. I took my finger off the trigger. 
‘I’ll wait until the end of the song, I said to myself. 
‘I can’t miss him, and I can shoot him afterwards.’ 
But the song you sang then was the song you sang 
just now. As you sang, you reached the place where 

it says, ‘We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, Be the 
guardian of our way...’ I heard the words perfectly. 
They brought back many memories from my child-
hood and of my mother who sang that song to me 
many times. My life might have been different if she 
hadn’t died too soon.  

“When you had finished your song it was impos-
sible for me to take aim at you again although you 
were a perfect target in the bright moonlight. Then 
I looked at you and thought: ‘The Lord who is able 
to save that man from certain death must surely be 
great and mighty.’ My arm dropped to my side.”

***

The author of the lyrics to “Savior, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us” is uncertain. The text was first found un-
signed in Hymns for the Young (London, 1830). The 
text has been attributed to Dorothy Ann Thrupp, 
1779-1847, who was born and died in London, since 
she edited the collection and often published hymns 
anonymously (as well as under ‘Iota’ and her ini-
tials, D.A.T), and Thrupp had written many hymns, 
some of which became popular. However, then it 
was found in the Rev. W. Carus Wilson’s Children’s 
Friend, 1938, signed Lyte (Henry F). And then again 
in 1838 in Mrs. Herbert Mayo’s Selection of hymns 
and Poetry for the use of Infant and Juvenile School, 
but without signature. In that collection, several 
hymns and poems were signed D.A.T., so it is not 
clear if “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” was actu-
ally written by Miss Thrupp.

We do know that the tune was written by William 
Bradbury, and was first published by Bradbury in 
Oriola, a collection of Sunday School hymns, in 
1859.  Since then the tune has been published in 993 
different hymnbooks, and is still the most widely 
sung tune to Thrupp’s, including “Rhuddlan” and 
“Picardy” or “Sicilian Mariners” as adopted by the 
Episcopal Church in 1871.

William Batchelder Bradbury, born in York, Maine 
in 1816, grew up there on his family’s farm. He loved 
music.  When he was fourteen, his family moved to 
Boston, where he saw and heard for the first time 
many instruments including the piano and the 
organ. He pursued music and took organ lessons.  
Bradbury became a student of Lowell Mason, “the 



Father of American public school and church 
music.” (Mason wrote the music for many hymns, 
including “My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” and ar-
ranged many more also).

Bradbury sang in Mason’s Bowdoin Street Church 
choir and Boston Academy of Music as a youth. 
He taught singing in schools and for private 
students in Machias, Maine; he became organist 
in Brooklyn, New York, and then moved to New 
York City, where he served as organist at First 
Baptist Church. Here he started singing classes 
for the Sunday School, which soon became very 
popular throughout the city and across the coun-
try. (In the Spring Street Church there was a class 
of over six hundred).

He led annual music festivals where a thousand 
children would participate, singing many of his 
own compositions. He was proficient at setting 
poems to music and composing his own hymns. 
He wanted fresh tunes that children could under-
stand and enjoy. From 1841-1867 he compiled 
fifty-nine collections of children’s songs including 
many of his own. Moody and Sankey used them in 
their evangelistic campaigns. During this time he 
also introduced music education to the New York 
public schools as a music teacher.

 He studied music in Europe, where Felix Men-
delssohn influenced him. When he returned, he 
spent much of his time teaching, conducting con-
ventions, composing, and editing music books. In 
1851 he founded the Bradbury Piano Company 
with his brother. Bradbury is widely known for 
writing the music to “Jesus Loves Me” as well 
as “He Leadeth Me,” “Just As I Am,” and “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer.”   “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us” was also meant to be a children’s hymn, but 
turned out to be popular with adults as well.

Many hymns that have been based on Psalm 23

Christ The Good Shepherd, Bartolome Esteban Murillo (1660)

and the Parable of the Good Shepherd are assertions 
of our faith and trust. But this hymn is different. 
Instead of an assertion of our faith, it is a prayer that 
originates from our faith. We are helpless like sheep 
and are in need of a shepherd. We are dependent upon 
the Good Shepherd who loves us, cares for us, pro-
tects us, provides for us, leads us, prepares us, and lays 
down his life for us. Blessed Jesus!

On that Christmas Eve many years before, “Savior, 
Like a Shepherd lead Us” had saved Sankey’s life. And 
that man, who had been lost and had wandered far 
and wide, seemed to find the Good Shepherd that 
night.
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