
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

April 19, 2016 
 
 

Present: Susan Kietzman, Ken Knott, Brad Wydler, Connie Readett, Denis O’Brien, Jak Cruthers, 
Allissa Leonard, Judith Roure, Nicholas Bolt, Dan Hall, Beth Cloutier, Pam Montgomery, Barbara 
Barrett, Fr. Adam Thomas. 
 
Present through the Admin/Finance team report: Deb Adam. 
 
Absent: Emily Barrett, Bob Ness, Lilli Rebich  
 
 
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm. We read “A Vestry Prayer” together, and Beth read the bible 
passage from John, which was followed by a lively discussion. Dan gave his spiritual autobiography. 
Allissa volunteered to give her spiritual autobiography at the May meeting. 
 
Vestry meeting minutes for March were approved with the correction of the word “disbursed” to 
“dispersed” on page one. 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Judith reported that the organist at Calvary Church in Stonington would like to use our organ to 
practice on while theirs is being worked on. This would involve his using our organ about once per 
week for a year. The vestry agreed that we will extend this courtesy to him. 
 
The three teams dispersed for 25 minutes of discussion.  
 
Reports from the teams: 
Deb Adam reported for the Admin/Finance Team. She reported that in the next two weeks the 
finance committee will redo all the “in fund” and “out fund” items and get them into current liability 
accounts. We plan to lower our checking account to about $25,000. The endowment team will have 
something to report to the Vestry in May. 
 
Susan reported for the Property Team. She distributed a printed report of work which has been 
competed since our last meeting and work that is in process. The generator is leaking oil. There was 
discussion about where the electric panel is for the generator. Jeff Cloutier will look at the generator 
and see if the oil leak is a big deal or not. Mon Dickenson has done a lot of work in the Memorial 
Garden, including getting several new plants planted. The expense of $860 will come out of funds 
given to the Memorial Garden in memory of Mon’s wife, Anne. Jeff will help with an automatic 
hose system. The team is looking for people who would be interested in being responsible for 
aspects of our landscaping. Beth and Ann Szymanski are interested in working on the herb garden. 
Barbara mentioned that Marcia Wade and (the late) Helen DeCiantis had worked on that garden in 
the past. The elevator is leaking oil but is safe to use. New parts are on order. Mon has pointed out 
several dead limbs and trees which need to be removed. Susan will seek bids to get this work done. 
It was suggested that if the limbs are hanging over power lines, perhaps the power company would 



remove them. Regarding the parking lot, Judith suggested that handicapped spaces be put at the far 
end. Susan has a call in to the Zoning officer regarding our parking lot. 
 
Ministry Team: Adam did not give a report because of time constraints.  (Here are some notes 
Barbara took while sitting in on the team meeting: Twelve people attended the first session of 
“Episcopal 101 Class,” and three more may join. Adam recently attended CREDO, a conference 
paid for by the church pension fund and designed to forestall clergy burnout. Strategies that he 
learned and will use to prevent burnout include having accountability partners who will help monitor 
his workload, continue to build up lay leadership, and work at a healthy limit.)  
 
Engagement Team: The team will use a systematic way to invite people into greater commitment. A 
committee of 5—8 people is being formed to work on a database showing what people are already 
doing. Connie, Allissa, and Beth volunteered to serve on this committee. This is a stewardship 
effort. The more deeply people are involved, the greater their financial commitment. 
 
Ken’s presentation: Ken gave an informative overview of the role of the vestry and its members. 
 
Upcoming Events: Hula for Haiti, April 30th. Barbara felt that the response from the parish has been 
sluggish. Connie agreed and will bring some hula hoops to church this Sunday. We will wear leis and 
talk it up at both services. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:35 with the Pulse Prayer Circle.  
 
Next meeting: May 17th, 7 pm. 
 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Barrett, Parish Clerk 
 
  


