
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

September 15, 2015 
 
 

Present: Lauren Packnick, Emily Barrett, Susan Kietzman, Ken Knott, Marguerite Schmidt, Pam 
Allen, Lilli Rebich, Denis O’Brien, Jak Cruthers, Brad Wydler, Pam Montgomery, Bob Ness, Barbara 
Barrett, Fr. Adam Thomas 
 
Absent: Jeff Cloutier, Connie Readett, John Harris (moved away) 
  
The meeting opened at 7:05 pm. We read “A Vestry Prayer” together, and Bob read the bible 
passage from Mark, followed by a short reflection time. Emily gave her spiritual autobiography. 
 
The minutes of the August meeting were approved as presented. 
 
The agenda for this meeting was approved as presented. 
 
Vestry teams met and reported back as follows: 
 
Property—Brad reported that 75% of the TLC campaign jobs are completed. Adam mentioned that 
Matt Richardson would be a good person to ask to take on some of the remaining projects at this 
time. 
 
Admin/Finance— Pam M. reported that David Cruthers and Fred Zeigler will be working with her 
on the new Personnel Committee.  
 
Ministry—Adam reported that we are considering two special outreach ideas: the first is to bring 
back Stephen Ministry and the second is to bring a presence of tutoring at St. Mark’s for students at 
local schools, especially for students who may not be able to afford private tutoring. 
 
(“New”) Audit Requirement: Adam received an e-mail on Sept. 1 about a deadline for a financial 
document that needs to be sent to the Diocese. We have not done a real CPA level audit for a long 
time. An audit of financial practices is not enough. We need an actual audit for 2014 (technically  a 
“financial review for nonprofits”). Adam got an extension on the deadline and has been talking with 
an auditor, Donna Corey, who specializes in church audits. She estimates that she could do our audit 
for $2,500. The Toddler Playgroup books will be included in the audit, as they are technically part of 
St. Mark’s. This type of audit will be a yearly requirement. Adam will find out what the need is for 
the “practices” audit; perhaps they can be combined. This is a significant expense which is not in our 
budget. However, we recently received almost $5,000 from the Diocese because we (along with 
other parishes) have overpaid our insurance for several years. Adam proposed that we use as much 
of that money as we need for the audit and put the rest away for now. If we find that we don’t need 
it, perhaps we can buy a new computer for the rector’s office. 
 
New website feedback: Emily appreciated having access to all the sermons; Barbara mentioned that 
the education offerings under “Spiritual Growth” did not make definite the starting time for Godly 
Play. Adam said the pictures will change periodically. Ken was complimentary of the website and 



other initiatives and said that Adam has done a remarkable job in the short time that he has been 
here. E-mail service has been moved from a local provider to Google. Google apps for non-profits 
provides free e-mail hosting. All e-mail addresses are managed through Gmail. 
 
Stewardship campaign update: Stewardship season is in full swing. Susan Kietzman and Kurt 
Cramer are working with Chris Barnes. Adam hopes that stewardship will become a year-long 
conversation. There are 12 new individuals/families to visit this year. 
 
Meet Stacey Kohl, ministry intern: Stacey was not able to make the meeting due to her 
responsibilities at Mystic Seaport, but will be with us in October. Stacey is a student at Yale Divinity 
School and on her way to ordination as an Episcopal priest. Adam is looking for a small team to 
work with Stacey (to give her support and feedback, and to discuss what it means to be an 
Episcopalian.) She will be with St. Mark’s for a year, working in the various ministries and taking 
part in worship activities, preaching six times over the course of the year. 
 
Upcoming Events: The Blessing of the Animals will take place on October 4, at 4:00 pm. Giving 
Celebration Sunday will be October 18. The CROP Walk is on October 18. 
 
The meeting adjourned with the pulse prayer circle at 8:40. 
 
Next meeting: October 20, 7 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Barbara Barrett 
Parish Clerk 
 
 


