
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2015 
 

Present: Officers and Vestrymembers--Lauren Packnick, Emily Barrett, Jeff Cloutier, Susan 
Kietzman, Ken Knott, Bob Ness, Marguerite Schmidt, Pam Allen, Connie Readett, John Harris, 
Brad Wydler, Pam Montgomery, Barbara Barrett, Fr. Adam Thomas 
 
Also present for the Website Discussion: Parishioner-- Ernest Adams 
 
Absent: Jak Cruthers, Lilli Rebich, Denis O’Brien 
 
The meeting opened at 7:00 pm. We read “A Vestry Prayer” together, and Adam read the bible 
passage from John 6, followed by a short reflection time. 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. The Minutes for June were approved with the correction of 
the closing time for the June meeting. 
 
There were no team meetings.  
 
Quick Finance Overview: Treasurer Bob Ness reported that Income is $5,917 over budget. 
Personnel expenses are over budget because Bob paid the rector’s pension twice in July, rather than 
hold one payment for August. 
 
Quick Property Overview: Jeff presented an abbreviated report, as much of his information was lost 
when the church computer crashed. Ten tasks on the TLC list have been completed, and 14 are 
ready to go. Parishioners seem to enjoy working on the tasks. The Toddler Playgroup is proceeding 
with installing therapeutic wall coverings. 
 
Safe Church Discussion: Safe Church involves all the policies, programs, and rules designed to make 
the church a safe place, especially for children. Adam has developed a list of values (in the form of 
an acrostic using the words “safe church”) to hold up and live by at St. Mark’s. Making these values 
more visible in the form of posters and signs will help us all be more aware that we are in fact 
following Safe Church practices and also will make the whole church more vigilant. St. Mark’s will 
be hosting a Diocesan Safe Church training on October 31st. The training includes recognizing signs 
of abuse. If someone (including lay Eucharistic visitors) sees signs of abuse, they should tell Adam 
who is a mandated reporter for the church. The Vestry agreed by consensus that it is a good idea to 
increase visibility that we hold Safe Church as a value here at St. Mark’s. That in itself makes us a 
safer church. 
 
The Vestry learned that fellow member John Harris will be moving to Gulfport, Mississippi in 
September. Vestry members wished John and his family well. 
 
Website Discussion: Adam demonstrated the proposed website which he has been developing over 
the course of the summer. It is built on wordpress.com. The design is very picture based with less 
than 400 words per page and pictures on every page. He presented a written proposal detailing eight 
goals, the rationale for the new website, email hosting, cost, and a timeline. The new site is easy to 



update and keep current, and it resizes all text and pictures so it is readable on a cell phone. Updates 
will be done by Adam and Madeline for now; in time additional users could be assigned to update 
specific pages.  
 
Current website manager, Ernest Adams, spoke in opposition of adopting the new website and 
advocated for continuing with the current html based site. He distributed a pie chart showing hits to 
the current site.  His conclusion is that html actually gives us more flexibility than Wordpress 
without what he sees as potential problems with Google and other “red herrings.”  
 
After a thorough discussion, Susan moved that we call the question. John seconded the motion. All 
were in favor of ending the discussion. Jeff made a motion that access to the stmarksmystic.org 
website be turned over to St. Mark’s administration. He withdrew this motion when Ernest said that 
he gave Adam the list of passwords. Jeff then made a motion that we give Adam the opportunity to 
develop the Wordpress site as he has proposed it, as St. Mark’s official website. Susan seconded this 
motion. Motion passed unanimously. Ken made a motion that we thank Ernest for an incredible job 
done for the past 12 years in keeping our website current. Jeff seconded this motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
 
Upcoming Events: Balloon Sunday was not discussed. Stewardship-- Chairman Chris Barnes has 
requested that the chairman and co-chairmen rotate positions this year. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 with the closing prayer circle. 
 
Next meeting: September 15, 7 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Barbara Barrett 
Parish Clerk 
 
 


